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RECOMMENDED ACTION OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

 

 I move to support the substance of the BHSU’s tuition and fee proposal. 

SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 

 

Budget and Finance 

 

AGENDA ITEM:  6 – M 

 

DATE:  December 2-3, 2015  

  

****************************************************************************** 

 

SUBJECT: Black Hills State University Tuition & Fee Proposal 

 

 Black Hills State University is proposing to pilot a new tuition and fee structure to 

replace the current state-support tuition and fee model for on-campus classes.  The new model 

will assess a single rate per credit hour similar to the self-support tuition that is currently 

assessed.  With few exceptions, no additional fees will be added.  The new tuition structure 

would take effect with the 2016 summer session and be in effect for three (3) years in the initial 

pilot phase. 

 

State-support Tuition 

Board of Regents Policy 5:5:1 states “All courses taught on campus will be at the Board 

approved state-support tuition rate except for remedial courses.”  The assessment of state-support 

tuition rates varies by the course taken, making it difficult for a student to predict what they will 

pay.  This issue was compounded by the new program fee structure as more courses now have 

program fees.  As shown below, the cost per credit hour at BHSU varies from $266.80 to 

$295.45 for an undergraduate resident student.  The cost for a non-resident ranges from $352.85 

to $381.50. 

 

 

English Math Sciences Business 

State-Support Tuition $139.00  $139.00  $139.00  $139.00  

University Support Fee $93.80  $93.80  $93.80  $93.80  

General Activity Fee $34.00  $34.00  $34.00  $34.00  

Program Fee $0.00  $15.00  $20.00  $28.65  

Total per Credit Hour $266.80  $281.80  $286.80  $295.45  

     

Non-Resident Per Cr Hr $352.85 $367.85 $372.85 $381.50 

 

Self-support Tuition  

Currently, all off-campus courses, including those offered in Rapid City and via the 

Internet, are offered at the self-support rate.  Almost all students pay the same rate per credit 
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hour within their level of study.  There is no differential for residents versus non-residents.  

There are a few special student groups that have the benefit of a reduced self-support rate.  The 

list of self-support rates currently assessed by BHSU are identified in the following table. 

 

FY16 Self-Support Tuition Rates 

Full Rate Per Cr Hr 

 

Undergraduate $325.25  

 

Graduate $431.25  

Reduced Rate 

 

 

UG State Employee $255.75  

 

GR State Employee $325.85  

 

Graduate Assistant $290.00  

 Military $250.00 

 

The Proposed Rates 

BHSU is proposing to charge an estimated rate of $280 per credit hour for undergraduate 

residents taking on-campus courses and $370 per credit hour for undergraduate non-residents 

taking on-campus courses.  No additional fees will be assessed on these rates with the exception 

of teacher education field experience.  All special discipline fees will be eliminated for BHSU 

courses.  Additional resources needed for higher cost areas will be handled as increases to the 

overall tuition rate in the future.   A summary of rates for undergraduate students, excluding 

special reduced rates is as follows:  

 

On-Campus Resident (BHSU Spearfish) $280  

On-Campus Non-Resident (BHSU Spearfish) $370 

BHRC, Internet, Remedial $325  

Military On and Off-Campus $250 

 

Student Cost 

The comparison of what a resident student on-campus taking courses in different 

disciplines with varying program fees pays for a credit hour under the current model and the 

proposed model is represented below: 

 

 

English Math Sciences Business 

Current Cost per Cr Hr $266.80  $281.80  $286.80  $295.45  

     New Proposed Rate $280.00  $280.00  $280.00  $280.00  

     Change in Rate $13.20  ($1.80) ($6.80) ($15.45) 
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Military Tuition 

The federal government currently provides federal tuition assistance up to a maximum of 

$250 per credit hour to military students.  Since fees are not generally reimbursable in this 

program, our military students are currently only receiving $139 reimbursement for their tuition.  

Under the new proposal, they would be eligible for about $246 per credit hour ($280.00 less 

$34.00 GAF = $246.00)   The GAF fee would be rolled up into the tuition rate, but is still not 

reimbursable with federal tuition assistance.   

 

Other Issues 

There are several items that need to be addressed to make this proposal possible.  They 

include adjustments to Board policy, realignment of the budget process for BHSU which may 

impact some system processes, a change in the tuition tables, reduced tuition rates and the 

assessment of the HEFF percentage per SD statute.  In essence, BHSU will need to set their rates 

to cover additional tuition losses related to reduced tuition programs (state employees, graduate 

assistants, National Guard, teachers) as well as any loss to HEFF.  Adjustments to the rates may 

also be necessary as the final budget and salary policy are determined for FY17. Once there is 

general agreement for moving this proposal forward to the next step, BHSU will take a lead role 

in addressing these issues so implementation can occur in FY17. 

 

Black Hills State University would like to pilot this program for a three-year period 

beginning with the 2016 summer session.  It is important for this to be discussed this fall so 

appropriate communication can occur with students and prospective students well before the 

change is made. 

 

A single rate per credit hour provides financial transparency to the students and their 

parents regarding the actual cost of their education.   

 

 

 


