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New Sustainability Degree at Black Hills State University 

Responds to a Changing Workforce 

 
SPEARFISH, S.D. – Starting next fall, Black Hills State University will begin offering a 

graduate degree in sustainability aimed at preparing a highly-skilled workforce for the 

energy/communications, construction, and manufacturing industries in South Dakota. 

 

The master of science degree was approved today by the South Dakota Board of Regents for 

online delivery. Contingent on demand, the degree program may also be available at off-campus 

higher education centers in Rapid City and Sioux Falls. 

 

“Sustainability is an emerging field, but an important area of study as society ensures we have 

the water, materials, and resources to protect human health and the environment,” said Jack 

Warner, the regents’ executive director and CEO. Graduates of the sustainability program will be 

prepared for careers in natural resource management, renewable energy, and community 

planning in such South Dakota-specific industries as wind energy, hydroelectric power, 

geothermal energy, green construction techniques, and bio-fuels.  

 

The program builds on Black Hills State’s already strong academic reputation in the physical 

sciences. The university currently offers an undergraduate major in environmental physical 

sciences, and students have shown a strong interest in a graduate program that further addresses 

public and social policies tied to the environment.  

 

Environmental sustainability is also a priority for the university, its administrators, faculty, and 

staff. BHSU was the first university in South Dakota to sign the Presidential Climate 

Commitment. The university has sought LEED certification for several campus buildings, as 

well as pursued waste management initiatives in its dining services, installation of solar panels, 

and recapture of storm water for use in irrigation projects. 

 

 In other action, the Board of Regents approved a master’s degree in secondary education 

at BHSU to meet the needs of bachelor-degree holders who are seeking secondary 

teaching certification at the graduate level. This degree replaces two undergraduate 

teacher certification programs in secondary education currently offered by Black Hills 

State. The new program will be available beginning next summer at University Center-

Rapid City and through online delivery.  
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