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Borofsky Chosen as Dakota State University President 

 
MADISON, S.D. – David B. Borofsky, interim president at Dakota State University since 

February, has been chosen by the South Dakota Board of Regents to become the 22
nd

 president 

of the university. The board took action on the permanent appointment at a special meeting today 

on the Madison campus.  

 

He succeeds Douglas Knowlton, who left the South Dakota public university system earlier this 

year for a higher education position in Minnesota. 

 

“President Borofsky has done an outstanding job at Dakota State during this interim,” said 

Regents President Kathryn Johnson. “We crafted a series of expectations for him as interim 

president and he has far exceeded those. He has excelled at building relationships between the 

campus and the Madison community and at raising private funds for the university,” Johnson 

said. “President Borofsky has been building a positive momentum for Dakota State University, 

and no one wanted to break that momentum,” she said. 

 

“I am excited to be named permanent president of Dakota State University,” Borofsky said. “I 

am impressed with the university faculty and staff and their commitment to quality education and 

superior service for our students, as well as to the success of Madison,” he said. “The Madison 

community has extended a warm and inclusive welcome and has been open to new ideas and 

change. I look forward to serving DSU and Madison for years to come.” 

 

While the Board of Regents initially said Borofsky would not be a candidate for the permanent 

president’s position, Johnson said the board reconsidered and “responded to a groundswell of 

support from the campus and community.” She noted that Borofsky had been chosen for the 

interim position after a competitive interim search process that involved multiple candidates and 

applicant interviews. 

 

Borofsky previously served as provost and chief academic officer of Westwood College, a for-

profit college with 18 physical locations in six states. His resume also includes time as president 

of Bates Technical College (Wash.) and as a vice president and dean at Colorado Mountain 

College. He has served communities as a member and president of the local Rotary Club and 

Chamber of Commerce, as well as working with the United Way and a variety of economic 
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development organizations. His passion is working with local communities to help spur 

economic development and interest and growth in the arts and culture. 

 

Since coming to Madison, Borofsky has become a member of the Madison Rotary Club, is a 

board member of the Lake Area Improvement Corp., and has been an active member of the 

Madison Community Center. He also serves on the Mundt Foundation’s board of directors. 

 

Borofsky holds a doctorate degree in educational administration and supervision from Rutgers 

University (N.J.) and a master of education degree and B.S. degree in psychology, both from 

Springfield College (Mass.). His family includes his wife, Mady, and a daughter, Alexis, who 

lives in Portland, Ore. 
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BROADCASTERS:  Borofsky is pronounced (bor-RAHF’-skee). 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


