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USD Students Honored for Outstanding Work
VERMILLION, S.D. – Student organizations from The University of South Dakota were
recognized this week for their outstanding academic, community, and organizational work by the
South Dakota Board of Regents.
Student organizations honored with special recognition were:
•

Award for Academic Excellence – The Panhellenic Council is the governing body for
four sororities at USD. The council’s focus on academic success is demonstrated by the
average GPA of the sorority community, which is 0.3 of a grade point higher than their
female campus peers who are not sorority members. The group uses a card swipe system
for logging study hours and also schedules presentations for their members from
academic resource centers on campus.

USD President James W. Abbott (left); Amber Groh, USD assistant director of Sorority/Fraternity Life; student Marissa Meyer
of Mitchell, S.D.; BOR Executive Director Jack Warner and BOR President Kathryn Johnson.

•

Community Service Award – The Alternative Week of Off-Campus Learning
(AWOL) immerses students in educational, service-learning experiences that expose
students to diverse social issues and encourages post-trip application of those
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experiences. Students organize a variety of activities lasting from a few hours on up to a
full week of spring break and are responsible for the budget, advertising, and facilitation
of each experience.

USD President James W. Abbott (left); Karl Reasoner, Academic Engagement Coordinator; student Eric Schlimgen of Rapid City, S.D.,
president of the AWOL student organization; BOR Executive Director Jack Warner and BOR President Kathryn Johnson.

•

Award for Organizational Leadership – Coyote Capital Management is a unique
investment organization of about 30 members, who manage three investment portfolios
worth more than $1 million. Students participate to gain real-world investment and
portfolio management experience, while helping their clients achieve financial gains.
Members improve their communication skills, enhance leadership abilities, and translate
their curriculum into real-life application.

USD President James W. Abbott (left), student Chad Sabers of Huron, S.D., BOR Executive Director Jack Warner,
student Nate O’Bryan of Cherokee, Iowa; BOR President Kathryn Johnson and Angeline Lavin, USD professor of finance and
Coyote Capital Management adviser.
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