COVID Testing Reminders and
Updates for Higher Education

Symptoms of COVID‐19
• COVID‐19 can cause a wide range of symptoms or no symptoms at all
• Symptoms may appear 2‐14 days after exposure to the virus
• COVID‐19 symptoms may include:
– New loss of taste or smell
– Fever or chills
– Cough
– Shortness of breath
– Difficulty breathing
– Fatigue

–
–
–
–
–
–

Muscle or body aches
Headache
Sore throat
Congestion or runny nose
Nausea or vomiting
Diarrhea

For more information, please see CDC’s
“Symptoms of Coronavirus”

#1 Goal: Slow the Spread of COVID‐19
• Testing (8/24/20) to diagnose COVID‐19 is only one component of a
comprehensive strategy to slow the spread of this disease
• Other critical components include (10/29/20):
– Promoting behaviors that reduce spread
– Maintaining healthy environments
– Maintaining healthy operations
– Preparing for when someone gets sick

For more information, please see CDC’s
“Considerations for Schools”

Types of COVID‐19 Tests
• Antibody Tests:
– Detect past SARS‐CoV‐2 infections
– Antibody tests typically detect immunoglobulin proteins (IgM/IgG)
– Not useful for identification of active infections
• Diagnostic Tests:
– Detect active SARS‐CoV‐2 infections
– Antigen Tests: detect viral proteins
– Molecular (PCR) Tests: detect the genome of SARS‐CoV‐2
For more information, please see CDC’s
“Testing for COVID‐19”

Approaches to COVID‐19 Testing
• Mass Testing: testing a large number of individuals in a short amount of time to
determine the prevalence of SARS‐CoV‐2 in a population
• Sentinel Testing: testing a portion (i.e. percentage) of the asymptomatic
population over time (i.e. each week or month) to monitor SARS‐CoV‐2
– For example, institutions can test 5% of the campus population each month
with the tested population evenly spread across weeks
– Participants can be randomly selected from target populations with in the
campus community

SDDOH Support for Mass and Sentinel Testing
1. Specimen collection in support of mass and sentinel testing must be coordinated
with a local resource such as a student health clinic, community‐based clinic, or
hospital.
2. Laboratory testing must be coordinated with a laboratory partner such as a local
hospital laboratory or commercial laboratory.
• Hospital system
• Independent hospital
• LabCorp
3. Payment for mass and sentinel testing initiatives will continue to be supported as
long as financial resources are available to the SDDOH.

Mass and Sentinel Testing 101
For higher education institutions that have not performed mass or sentinel testing:
1. Identify local resources to assist with specimen collection.
2. Identify a local, regional, or commercial laboratory to provide COVID testing. If you
cannot identify a laboratory, contact SDDOH for suggested resources.
3. Communicate your complete testing plan to SDDOH.
 Ensure COVID test results are reported to SDDOH
 Ensure billing processes are in place for SDDOH financial support

Considerations for Mass and Sentinel Testing
•

Institutions should carefully consider target populations for mass and sentinel
testing; some populations are at higher risk for disease transmission.
– Congregate living facilities such as dormitories and apartments
– Individuals that participate in classroom learning versus eLearning
– Student and non‐student workers that have frequent contacts
– Athletes

•

Individuals that have tested positive for COVID‐19 in the past 90 days should not be
included in mass and sentinel testing initiatives

SDDOH Resources for Higher Education
• SDDOH will continue to provide financial support for testing initiatives as long as
federal funds are available.
• SDDOH will provide access to testing supplies as they become available. These
supplies may include:
– Abbott ID Now (federal allocation to end 12.31.2020)
– Abbott BinaxNow (federal allocation to end Q1 2021)
– Specimen Collection Supplies (federal allocation to end Q1 2021)
– QIAGEN QIAreach Antigen Test **New Opportunity**
• SDDOH can provide access to personal protective equipment if you have difficulty
purchasing PPE resources.
• Email requests to: COVIDResourceRequests@state.sd.us

Abbott ID Now for Higher Education
• Black Hills State University
• SD School of Mines and Technology
• The University of South Dakota
• Dakota State University
• South Dakota State University
• Northern State University
• Mitchell Technical College
• Western Dakota Technical College
• Lake Area Technical College
• Southeast Technical College
Universities
Technical Schools

Contact Information for Testing Resources
• Inquiries for Abbott ID Now and BinaxNOW resources can be directed to:
Dorothy.Ahten@abbott.com
• Inquires for specimen collection supplies should be directed to your
local, regional, or commercial laboratory partner

QIAGEN Antigen Testing Availability
To broaden the availability of COVID‐19 testing in South Dakota,
the Department of Health is considering purchase and placement
of the QIAGEN SARS‐CoV‐2 Antigen Test and eHub device.
• QIAreach SARS‐CoV‐2 antigen test is a rapid
diagnostic tests that detects the virus that
causes COVID‐19
• Upper respiratory specimens collected with a
swab and placed in viral transport medium or
phosphate buffered saline
• Results are ready in 2‐15 minutes

QIAGEN Antigen Testing:
Conditions of SDDOH Purchase
• QIAGEN must receive FDA EUA approval for the QIAreach
SARS‐CoV‐2 Antigen Test
• The antigen test must be EUA approved as “waived”
• Nasal specimens need to be recognized as an approved
specimen type
• Resources must be made available quickly and in sufficient
quantity to meet initial demand
• Resources must be made available for additional monthly
purchase to meet on‐going demand

QIAGEN Antigen Testing: Result Interpretation
• Like other antigen tests, all QIAGEN antigen test results must be considered in the
full context of other clinical and diagnostic information.
− Negative results mean viral antigen was not detected; for a symptomatic
individual in a high‐prevalence setting, this may mean a follow‐up confirmation
test is needed.
− Positive results mean viral antigen was detected; for an asymptomatic individual
in a low prevalence setting, this may mean a follow‐up confirmation test is
needed.
• CDC continues to provide additional information about antigen tests
− Antigen tests are a better indicator of “infectiousness” or the ability of an
individual to spread virus rather than infection which is an individual’s status as
being positive or negative for COVID‐19.

QIAGEN Antigen Testing: Priority Groups
SDDOH currently prioritizes the following groups for placement of QIAGEN antigen
tests and equipment.
• Health care providers in geographic locations with unmet COVID‐19 testing needs
• Federally qualified health centers and other clinics with unmet COVID‐19 tests needs that
serve rural and/or vulnerable populations
• Front‐line medical facilities not covered above
• First responders including law enforcement and EMS providers
• Correctional facilities
• Institutions of higher education
• Commercial food manufacturing, agriculture, and other critical infrastructure
*Groups not listed above will also be considered

QIAGEN Antigen Testing:
Participation Requirements
Organizations must meet the following requirements to qualify for placement of the QIAGEN
eHub and antigen testing supplies:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Have an existing CLIA Certificate of Waiver or be eligible to obtain a waiver
Identify an appropriate location with your facility to perform testing
Train one or more adults to perform antigen testing using the QIAGEN eHub
Obtain and appropriately use personal protective equipment (PPE)
Perform testing in strict accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions
Offer testing at no cost to consenting participants
Appropriately dispose of waste, including soiled PPE
Report all antigen test results to the SDDOH within 24 hours of antigen testing using the
confidential disease reporting website or another method approved by the SDDOH
• Maintain supply inventory and order more tests from the SDDOH
or manufacturer as needed

QIAGEN Antigen Testing: Request to Participate
• Institutions that want to be considered for QIAGEN eHub and antigen test placement
must reach out to Laurie.Gregg@state.sd.us or Tim.Southern@state.sd.us by 12/7.
• Institutions that are interested in QIAGEN supplies will be asked to complete and
submit a short request form.
• Resources may be limited so please apply as soon as possible for consideration.

Questions?

