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Planning of Instruction  

1. Sequencing of Material: Consideration should be made for the order in which mathematical 
concepts are taught. Math is a subject that typically builds on what is already known, so the 
order in which material is learned becomes quite important. Most textbooks have good 
sequencing, but don't be afraid to make changes in the order if need be. Consider the number 
sets as you teach children the basic operations. Start with whole number addition & 
subtraction, then move to whole number multiplication and division. Then you can move to 
teaching those operations with decimals, fractions, and negative numbers. 

2. Curriculum Guidelines: Most school districts will have mandated curriculums of material that 
need to be covered in a certain mathematics course. Careful long range planning needs to be 
made to insure proper coverage of the topics listed. In addition, many states will also have set 
guidelines for topics that need to be covered. Most students will be assessed on their 
knowledge of this material through some form of standardized test. It is very important that 
students are learning the foundational concepts of mathematics so that they can adequately 
move on in learning new material.  

3. Learner Objectives: Each lesson that is taught needs to clearly state what the desirable 
outcomes for learning are for each student. These objectives help the teacher form the lesson 
plan and also serve as a guide for assessing student understanding. Teaching a lesson without 
objectives is like driving a car and not knowing where you are going. Make sure your lesson 
plan always has 2 or 3 specific, measurable objectives that you want to get accomplished. 

4. Student Attitude Towards Math: As an elementary teacher you will playa large role in 
developing students' attitudes towards mathematics. It is very important that you value 
mathematics in your classroom and that you demonstrate proper mathematical technique in 
your teaching. We want our students to have a firm foundation in math as it is a subject that 
builds upon itself. It is also very important that you make math fun for your students. You 
need to be excited about math yourself and the value it can add to their lives. Always look for 
ways to tie the math you are teaching to actual things that are a part of your students' lives.  


