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Concepts addressed: 
Communication Techniques 
   
Types of communications and interactions that can stimulate discussion in different ways for 
different purposes 

• Probing for learner understanding- Brief responses to lesson content.  
 
Questions, written form, physical demonstrations - Wait time I & II  

• Dialogue and Instructional Conversations  
• Reviewing Prerequisites- Link past information with new information.  
• Level of activation. (How much this happens depends on how long ago it was taught 

and how well students have mastered the knowledge or skill).  
• Re-teach if necessary.  
• Convergent/Divergent Thinking and Questioning. Fitting questions to students (young 

and  lower ability students -simple high% of correct answers scaffolding, praise) (older 
and high-ability students- harder questions and more critical feedback) 

 
Communication encourages understanding  
Teachers communicate through talking and writing what is essential for learning content. 
Teachers should facilitate communication in their classrooms.  

o Student-to-student communication  
o Teacher-to-student communication  
o Student-to-teacher communication  

 
Teachers show students what is important through various means of communication:  

o Lectures  
o Projects  
o Cooperative learning  
o Assignments  
o Visual displays  
o Classroom libraries  
o Time spent on various tasks  
o Relationships they build  
o Classroom centers  
o Service learning  

 
Create a Welcoming Language-Rich Environment with Opportunities for Immediate Success  

o Label everything in your classroom so that newcomers see the names of objects in the school 
environment.  

o Show respect for your ELL students by introducing their home countries and cultures to the 
class as a whole. If possible, learn a few phrases in your students’ native languages and teach 
them to the class. See web links below for information on many countries.  
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o Praise ELL students for what they can do. Create frequent opportunities for success even if it 
is a task as simple as correctly identifying a picture or object when the student hears its name.  

o Assign classroom duties to your ELL students from the beginning to make them feel a part of 
the group.  

o Speak slowly and clearly in simple sentences at first, but never distort language.  


