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Concepts addressed: 
Principles, techniques and methods associated with major instructional strategies 
 
 
* Direct Instruction: Steps: Learning objectives & reviewing prerequisites,  
new material and lesson probes (convergent/ divergent questions,  
asking random students, wait time I and wait time II), independent practice (seatwork overused), 
performance & feedback(more frequent assessment-better results, transfer important).  
 
* Student-Centered Models: Students work together to achieve group goals. Complex learning 
environments and authentic tasks, social negotiation, spiral curriculum, student ownership of learning  
 
Study the following:  
 
Student-centered models  

It is important that once children have been assessed and it is determined what the child can 
do and where the child needs to go next that he/she receive instruction that is in his/her Zone 
of Proximal Development (Vygotsky). One way to achieve this is through Reading and 
Writing Workshop .  

 
o Read Aloud- the teacher models to the students what good reading is. It is a time for her to 

model her own thinking through think-alouds. The teacher demonstrates for children what 
fluent and expressive reading sounds like. He/She reads to the students in text that students 
can comprehend but is above their own reading level. The teacher talks about and discusses 
important vocabulary .  

o Shared Reading- in order to simulate the type of reading that happens with a parent and child 
at home, the teacher gathers students up close and reads aloud from a Big Book that has 
rhythmical and rhyming characteristics. The text should be large enough so that all children 
can see. The story is then read again, encouraging children to join in the reading. This is also 
an opportunity for the teacher to model a reading strategy, phonic strategy, or vocabulary 
strategy through a very brief mini- lesson. This is a time where all readers can feel accepted 
and practice reading with fluency and expression with the teacher.  

o Guided Reading- this is an opportunity for students to be guided in their reading in text that is 
at their own instructional level. It is also a time for students to practice good reading 
strategies with the support of their teacher.  

o Independent Reading- students read by themselves in text that is just right for their individual 
needs. At this time the child is working in his zone of actual development.  

o Conferring- the teacher talks to students one-on-one about what is going well in his reading 
and writing and what he needs to work on next.  



Development of this review sheet was made possible by funding from the US Department of Education 
through South Dakota’s EveryTeacher Teacher Quality Enhancement grant. 

o Share Time- the children share with other students what worked well for them within their 
reading and writing. It is a good culmination to Reading /Writing workshop and helps create 
ownership of one's own learning.  

o Shared Writing/Morning Message/Language Experience/Interactive Writing- the teacher 
works with the students interactively to write text. It is a time where the teacher can model 
good writing while involving the students.  

o Independent Writing- children write independently at their own writing level.  
o Word work- during this time students learn how words work. Some activities that promote 

this are making words, working with word walls, working with magnetic letters, spelling, etc.  
 

Marzano: Classroom Instruction That Works  
Teacher directed should give way to Student directed activities.  

Similarities and Differences- The four most effective ways:  
Comparing- identifying the similarities and differences  
Classifying- process of grouping into like categories  
Metaphors- finding different topic and relating similar pattern  
Analogy-identifying relationships between pairs  

 
Summarizing - Framing questions help:  

Delete Information  
Keep Information  
Substitute Information  

 
Note taking- forms of summarizing  

Formal outline  
Informal outline  
Webbing notes  
Combination notes- two or three column notes  

 
Reinforcing effort-  
 
Providing Recognition- when and how  
 
Homework- practice of material that has been taught  

Amount of time increases with years in school  
 
Nonlinguistic Representation-  

Graphic representation  
Physical models  
Generating mental pictures  
Pictures and Pictographs  
Kinesthetic Activity  

 
Objectives and Feedback  

Criterion-referenced feedback  
Student led feedback  
Corrective in nature  
Timely  

 
Advance Organizers-  

Guide the students with their prior knowledge into what they are going to learn.  


