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Concepts addressed: 
Reading and understanding texts including comparing and interpreting, literary terminology, and 
genres, as well as understanding and evaluating rhetorical features in writing (aspects of 
composition and rhetoric). 
 
• Writing and Knowing 

o Citino: “…to be / means naming everything again” 
o Gass:  “[T]o think how to express some passion properly is the only way to be possessed by 

it, for unformed feelings lack impact, just as unfelt ideas lose weight.  So walk around 
unrewritten, if you like.  Live on broken phrases and syllable gristle, telegraphese and film 
reviews.  No one will suspect…until you speak, and your soul falls out of your mouth like a 
can of corn from the shelf.” 

o Frost:  “a temporary stay against confusion” 
o Solzhenitsyn’s Nobel Lecture 

• Audience:  
o Writing for Self (Subjective) vs. Writing for an Audience (Craft / Art) 

• Journaling 
• Reading for Models and Inspiration 
• Memorization & Recitation 
• Poetry 

o Four Dimensions of a Poem 
 Dimension one: The line 

• A point of decision; an existential moment  (Why break here?) 
• Establishes the context (reader recognizes the poem as a poem. 

 Dimension two: Structure 
• Formal 
• Space 
• Time 

 Dimension three: Allegiance 
• With whom does the poet align him/herself? 
• How does the poet conceive of him/herself as a poet? 
• What is the poet’s stance, and where does he/she get it? 

 Dimension four: relatedness (To audience) 
• Every poem creates (or should) a place for the reader, a role. 
• What do you want your reader to encounter? 
• How are you providing that encounter? 
• What is the rhetorical mode of your poem, etc.? 
• How do I want the reader to understand my voice?  Oral?   
• Sermonic?  Meditation?  Spoken?  Thought? 

o Addonizio & Laux, The Poet’s Companion 
 Images 
 Simile and metaphor 
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 The music of the line 
 Meter, rhyme, and form 
 Repetition, rhythm, and blues 
 Revision 

• Fiction 
o Burroway, Writing Fiction: A Guide to Narrative Craft 

 Story form, plot, and structure 
 Detail, filtering, active voice, rhythm, mechanics 
 Characterization 

• Credibility, purpose, complexity, direct and indirect characterization 
 Setting and atmosphere 
 Aspects of narrative time 

• Summary and scene, flashback, slow motion 
 Point of view 

• Third person, omniscience, limited omniscience, second person, first 
person, unreliable narrators 

• Interior monologue, stream of consciousness 
• Temporal & spatial distance 
• Tone, irony 

 Revision 
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