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ENG 424: The English Epic and Its Milieu 
 
 
Concepts addressed: 
Reading and understanding text: major works of British literature including comparing and 
interpreting, literary terminology, genres, stylistic concerns and issues regarding to historical and 
cultural contexts. It also reviews aspect of the history and development of the English language. 
 
 
Reading and Understanding Text 

 Paraphrasing, comparing, and interpreting (literally and inferentially) various types of texts, 
including fiction, poetry, essays, and other nonfiction 

 
o Anglo-Saxon Literature: Pre-Norman Conquest (1066) 

 Epic poetry: Beowulf 
 Dream-vision poetry: “The Dream of the Rood” 
 Laments/Elegies: “The Wanderer,” “The Seafarer” 
 Literary Figures/Events: Bede, King Alfred, The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle 

o Medieval Literature (1100-1450) 
 Epic: Morte Darthur, The Canterbury Tales 
 Mock-epic: Sir Gawain and the Green Knight 
 Medieval Lyrics 
 Non-fiction prose/Mystics: Julian of Norwich, Margery Kempe 
 Drama 

• Medieval Cycle Plays 
• Allegory: Mankind and Everyman 

o Seventeenth-Century Literature 
 Epic: Paradise Lost 
 Lyric: John Donne, Robert Herrick, George Herbert, Andrew Marvell 
 Non-fiction/essay: Francis Bacon 

 Identifying and interpreting figurative language and other literary elements:  
o Alliteration, allusion, apostrophe, archetype, assonance, blank verse, caesura, 

connotation, consonance, couplet, denotation, diction, elegy, epic, foot, iambic, 
image, lyric poem, metaphor, meter, paradox, personal, personification, quatrain, 
rhyme, simile, voice, point of view, tone, style, setting, diction, mood, allusions, 
irony, clichés, analogy, hyperbole, personification, alliteration, and foreshadowing 

 Identifying patterns, structures, and characteristics of literary forms and genres, e.g., elements 
of fiction and features of different poetic and prose forms and understanding how these 
patterns, structures, and characteristics may influence the meaning and effect of a work 

o Formal qualities of: 
 Epic poetry (primary and secondary) 
 Lyric poetry 
 Medieval drama 

 Identifying major works of British literature from various cultures, genres, and periods, 
including literature for young adults 

o Anglo-Saxon Period, Medieval Period, the seventeenth-century 
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 Situating and interpreting texts within their historical and cultural contexts 
o Anglo-Saxon period, medieval period, the seventeenth-century 
 

Language and Linguistics 
 Understanding the principles of language acquisition and development, including social, 

cultural, and historical influences and the role and nature of dialects 
o Be able to summarize the origins of the English language 

 Understanding elements of the history and development of the English language, including 
linguistic change 

o Examining changes in language between Beowulf, The Canterbury Tales, and 
Paradise Lost 

 
Composition and Rhetoric 

 Understanding and evaluating rhetorical features in writing, including 
 Common research and documentation techniques, e.g., gathering and evaluating data, using 

electronic and print media, and MLA and APA citations 
o Purposes for writing and speaking and the role of the audience within varying 

contexts 
o Style, tone, voice, and point of view as part of rhetorical strategy 
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