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The University of South Dakota 
 

THEA 240: Stage Costuming 
 
 
Concepts addressed: 
Design and Technical Aspects: Knowledge and application of various skills and techniques of 
theatre, including artistic and technical components in costume; issues in collaboration with 
other technical area in theatre; and aesthetic judgments  
 
 
What are the basic costume shop considerations regarding space, light, ventilation, etc?  
 
Basic costume shop equipment  
Basic sewing machine and serger information such as the names of the parts, maintenance.  
How are a sewing machine and a serger different in function?  
Can you identify these parts of the sewing machine?  

• Spool pin  
• Thread guides  
• Take-up lever 
• Presser foot  
• Bobbin  
• Bobbin case  
• Stitch reverse   
• Stitch length control  
• Tension disks  
• Feed teeth (or feed dogs)  
• Hand wheel  
• Stitch width control  
 

Do you know the names and functions of basic equipment used in shop such as:  
• C-thru ruler   
• Tailor’s chalk   
• Tracing wheel  
• Seam ripper  
• Thimble   
• Seam gauge  
• Tailor’s square  
• Tape measure   
• Shears  
• Silamide 
• Straight, safety and "T" pins 
• Pinking shears  

 
Basic stitching -  
Can you identify basic hand stitches and other stitching techniques you have used in your sampler? 
For example, can you describe how to make a plain seam, a French seam, etc.?  
 
Fabrics and fibers -  
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What are the classifications of fibers (what they are "made" of)?  
What are some of the important characteristics of each fiber?  
What are the similarities and differences between real and synthetic leathers?  
What is fabric grain and how is it determined?  
What are the four most common weaves as discussed in class?  
What is the primary difference between knit fabrics and woven fabrics?  
 
Basic Patterning -  
What are the goals of patterning?  
What are some of the varied sources for patterns mentioned in class?  
Can you describe manner in which you would look at a rendering to determine how to develop the 
pattern?  
What questions would you ask?  
What are the three pattern development methods mentioned in the patterning lecture?  
What are the differences between them?  
Which pattern development method requires the drafting of a basic body block/sloper?  
What is the proper manner for taking measurements?  
What are the attributes of a good cutter/draper?  
What are the three methods of enlarging patterns?  
 
Fabric modification - dye - includes material from your text and class lecture notes  
What is the difference between painting and dyeing a fabric?  
What are the common types of dye mentioned in your text and why is it important to know what kind 
of dye you are using?  
What types of dye work with what fibers? For example, there are only 3 out of the 5 types of dye 
mentioned that work on cotton. What are they?  
What is basic dye safety?  
 
Fabric modification - paint - includes material from your text and class lecture notes  
What are some of the different kinds of paints or painting mediums used on fabrics?  
What are some of the painting methods mentioned in your text and what are the procedures you 
follow?  
What is FEV?  
What is a "bridge?"  
What are some "aging" methods?  
What about stamping methods?  
 
Hats and headdresses - includes material from your text and class lecture notes  
What are the problems associated with wearing hats on stage?  
How do you construct a simple covered hat (and frame)?  
What is the procedure for stretching a buckram hat form?  
What are the parts of a hat?  
 
Shoes - includes material from your text as well as information from class lecture notes  
What are the parts of a shoe?  
How can you re-make old shoes into "new"?  
How are shoes colored?  
How can you build boots on existing shoes or soles?  
How can you build soft boots/moccasins?  


