
Development of this review sheet was made possible by funding from the US Department of Education 
through South Dakota’s EveryTeacher Teacher Quality Enhancement grant. 

 

 

University of South Dakota 

SPED 488-Special Education Student Teaching  
 

Concepts addressed in this course:  
Understanding Delivery of Services./Structuring and Managing the Learning Environment  

Textbook: SPED 488 Student Teaching Handbook  

Handouts: Teaching Procedures and Practices, Cooperative Learning, Motivating Students, Nine 
Types of Adaptations, and Accommodating Learning Differences  

Environment for Learning:  

1. Physical setting: move seat or rows to allow for access, preferential seating, use of study 
carrels, relocation of classroom supplies for access but not distraction, provide for an 
adequate and non-distracting lighting and auditory learning environment based on individual 
learner's needs, etc.  

2. Grouping arrangements: consider different sizes of learning groups, change student's 
schedule reflecting high and low interest subjects and high and low skill areas, assign student 
to another class/group, alter frequency of grouping changes, change from large to small group 
setting, provide instruction with a peer tutor or volunteer, etc.  

3. Classroom organization: provide for clear expectations, rules, and consequences; involve 
student in setting this if appropriate; assist student in setting goals for assignment completion; 
provide a timer; alter time allowed to complete assignments, etc.  

Teaching Procedures and Practices:  

1. Review procedures on how to get students' attention and help them focus on important 
information.  

2. Review procedures on how to increase student responses.  
3. Review procedures on how to teach classroom procedures.  

Cooperative Learning:  

1. Review elements that make cooperative learning work: positive interdependence, social skill 
instruction, individual accountability, group evaluation  

2. Review how to set up cooperative groups-see handout  
3. Review the various models of cooperative learning such as Think-Pair-Share  

Accommodating Learning Differences and Nine Types of Adaptations:  

1. Review the nine types of adaptations you can make and consider which of these maintain the 
same curriculum and which of these alter the curriculum for the student with special needs.  

2. Review the section on how to adapt instruction for exceptional learners in the general 
classroom environment.  


