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SPED 488-Special Education Student Teaching 

 
Concepts addressed in this course:  
Understanding Delivery of Services  
Professional roles: reflecting on one's own teaching; teacher's role in a variety of teaching settings; 
maintaining student confidentiality  

Textbook: SPED 488 Student Teaching Handbook  

Reflecting on one's own teaching: Refer to the student teaching handbook on how to consider 
reflection before, during, and after teaching in the sections on Analysis of Instructional Planning and 
the project on academic/behavior changes.  

Special education teacher's roles in a variety of teaching settings:  

1. Self-contained classroom teacher: provides for all planning and instruction throughout entire 
day to the students in a separate setting, often with support and supervision of 
paraprofessionals in the setting. 

2. Resource room teacher: provides for planning and instruction in a separate setting from the 
general classroom usually less than 1/2 of the school day focused on areas in need of 
individualized instruction  

3. Itinerant teacher: provides instruction on a schedule to schools where specific types of 
instruction are needed based often on low incidence disabilities such as vision or hearing 
impairments; teacher travels between schools or rooms and is not always accessible  

4. Co-teacher in inclusion setting: provides instruction in a general education classroom with a 
general classroom teacher; planning, presentation, and classroom management area shared 
between the two teachers; how this is delivered will vary (Find out more at 
http://ericec.org/faz/regsped/html)  

Student Confidentiality:  

What is confidentiality? It means protecting all personally identifiable data, information, and records 
collected, used, or kept by the school district about a student.  

1. Refer to the South Dakota Professional Ethics for Teachers in your Student Teaching 
Handbook: 24:08:03:0I-(8)-Keep in confidence information that has been obtained in the 
course of professional service, unless disclosure serves professional purposes or is required 
by law.  

2. Note also FERP A: Family Education Rights and Privacy Act-(Buckley Amendment)  
3. To find out about SD Rules for confidentiality see: 

http://doe.sd.gov/ofm/sims/POLlCYI.HTM  
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