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EPSY 427 Child Growth and Development 

EPSY 440 Development through the School Years 
 

 
Concepts addressed:  
The issues, principles, and theories regarding the development of children from infancy through 
middle childhood, with an emphasis on current research 
The forces and experiences that shape human development through the school-age years in a rapidly 
changing world 
 
Students should refer to the textbook used in this course: 
 
Kail, R.V. (2004). Children  and Their Development, 3rd Ed.  
 
Feldman, R.S. (2004). Child Development, 3rd Ed.  
 
 
Key areas to Review:  
 
Theoretical foundations about how learning and development occurs: important theorists and 
theoretical terms, including Gesell, Freud, Erickson, Piaget, Vygotsky, Pavlov, Skinner, Bandura, 
Watson, Contextualism, Ecological Theory, Ethology and Attachment Theory, Genetics, Information 
Processing, Kohlberg, and Dynamic Systems Theory  
 
Development in the physical, social, emotional, moral, speech/language and cognitive domains: Be 
familiar with the most important theorists, major changes or continuities in each domain, sequence of 
development, and ranges of individual variation  
 

• Physical: General sequence and timetables for gross and fine motor skill development  
• Cognitive and Moral: Piagetian stages, changes in information processing including memory 

strategies, stages of moral development and ties to cognitive abilities, brain development, 
theories of intelligence  

• Language and Literacy: early language skills and milestones, connections with later language 
and literacy skills, strategies for word learning, bilingualism  

• Social and Emotional: development of attachment, temperament, self-concept, self-esteem, 
friendships, family relationships, gender issues, and aggression  

 
Making instructional decisions based on developmental factors:  
Examples include adjusting instruction to account for  

• Child’s temperament  
• Child’s language abilities  
• Child’s level of cognitive development  
• Child’s gross or fine motor skills  
• Child’s social skills  

 
How development in one domain impacts performance in another domain:  
Examples include:  
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• Limited language skills and how they impact reading performance  
• Cognitive limitations and how they impact language learning  
• Physical impairments and how they impact social interactions  
• Social skills and how they impact engagement in the learning environment  

 


