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University of South Dakota 

ELED 440 -K-8 Language Arts Methods 

 
Concepts addressed: Communication skills: process of communication as reflected in the stages of 
writing development; stages of the writing process; spelling development; and aspects of speaking 
and listening.  

Text for this course:  

Block, C. C. (2001). Teaching the language arts: Expanding thinking through student centered 
instruction. Boston, MA: Allyn and Bacon.  

 

The knowledge base for this course included: theories of learning language, multicultural 
understanding in the teaching of the Language Arts, creativity, curriculum integration, formal and 
informal assessment, and tutoring below basic 3rd-5th graders.  

The author, Block, refers to eight (8) components of the Language Arts: speaking, listening, 
reading, writing, thinking, observing, technological competence, and analytical viewing.  

• Literacy is defined as the ability to read and write.  
• Language arts components are reciprocal. Students get better at writing by reading, and they 

get better at reading by writing. This characteristic of reciprocity is also true for speaking and 
listening, observing and thinking, and viewing and analyzing.  

It would be wise to review some important thoughts:  

• For language acquisition:  
o Holophrastic speech  
o Telegraphic speech  

• Functions of speaking:  
o Instrumental: language meets needs  
o Regulatory: language gives commands  
o Interactional language builds personal relationships  
o Personal: language expressed ideas and thoughts to others  
o Informational: language exchanges information  
o Imaginative: language builds and strengthens imagination  
o Heuristic: language assists in searching for reasons behind actions  

• Listening, as a skill, does not develop naturally. It needs to be taught. Students spend more 
than 50% of their lives listening. Levels of listening ability include:  

o Receiving  
o Using auditory discrimination  
o Attending to a message  
o Building efferent listening abilities  
o Becoming an active listener  
o Listening appreciatively and reflectively  
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• Stages of writing development include:  
o Picture writing  
o Scribble writing  
o Random letter writing  
o Invented spelling  
o Conventional writing  

*Writing develops concurrently with reading development. These stages are not to be confused with 
the writing process .  

• Stages of invented spelling development:  
o Pre-communicative or Pre-phonetic stage: no letter-sound correspondence  
o Semi-phonetic or Early Phonetic stage: letters are the things that make words; I letter 

can stand for a whole word  
o Phonetic or Letter Name stage: students learn basic phonograrns i.e. kr for car  
o Transitional stage: students pay attention to visual patterns to associate letters to 

sounds  
o Correct spelling stage: students understand the challenges and difficulties of English 

language  

The Writing Process: (see * above)  

• Prewriting: brainstorming of ideas and topics  
• Drafting: first draft; attention is on the writing, not conventions  

o Writers' block comes from unorganized ideas; the writer may have too much or too 
little to say  

• Revising: clarifying, changing, polishing the content  
• Editing: proofreading to correct spelling, punctuation, and capitalization  
• Publishing: sharing the work with peers  

o Authors' chair gives students a special place in the classroom to share their work  

Reading:  

Nonfiction text is defined as literature that contains events and facts that actually happened. 
Nonfiction text structure is organized differently than storybooks. It contains indexes, chapter 
subtitles, exploded diagrams, photos, etc.  

Narrative text structures include characters, setting, plot (conflict with rising and falling action), 
resolution (problem solution), point of view, theme, style, and tone.  

Poetry text structures differ from narrative or nonfiction text. A poem is defined as the arrangement 
of words in rhyme, meter or free verse that expresses ideas, facts, or emotions. A poem is more 
powerful than ordinary speech.  

Types of poetry:  

ο Lyrical or narrative: tells a story in more than 4 stanzas  
ο Couplets: 2 line stanza that usually rhymes and has the same number of syllables  
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ο Triplets: 3 line stanza that usually rhymes  
ο Quatrain: 4 lines of poetry with a variety of ways to rhyme  
ο Sestets: 6 line poems  
ο Septets: 7 line poems  
ο Octets: 8 line poems  
ο Limericks: 5 lines of humorous or nonsense verse with an aa bba rhyme scheme  
ο Cinquain: 5 line poem with required formatting  
ο Diamante: (de-ah-mahn' tay) 7 line poem with required formatting  
ο Haiku: Japanese poem consisting of 17 syllables linking nature with human kind  
ο Other examples include: found poems, list poems, concrete poems, ballads, elegies, and 

sonnets  

Writers use figures of speech in writing all types of text to enhance the quality of their writing. Be 
sure to look up the definitions of each of these figures of speech.  

ο Metaphor  
ο Simile  
ο Personification  
ο Foreshadowing  
ο Idioms  
ο Figurative language  
ο Proverbs  
ο Hyperbole  
ο Onomatopoeia  
ο Alliteration  
ο Anaphora  
ο Assonance  

Integration of the Language Arts across the curriculum strengthens the content area through all the 
components of the Language Arts. Cross-curricular integration is easy to achieve.  

Choral reading, Readers' Theater, read alouds, multiple types of journaling activities, and 
handwriting practice are all ways to integrate the Language Arts into the curriculum. (See the booklet 
of handouts purchased for class to remind you of ways to journal and the three main programs for 
teaching handwriting.)  

Readers' and writers' workshops are ways to teach descriptive grammar within Language Arts.  

Review the 6 + 1 Traits of Writing as a way to incorporate writing into your Language Arts 
curriculum.  

1. Ideas and content  
2. Organization  
3. Sentence fluency  
4. Word choice  
5. Voice  
6. Conventions  
7. Presentation  
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Adopt a stance of increasing students' thinking and understanding through a multicultural approach to 
the Language Arts.  

Consider formal and informal measures of assessment and grading options for your Language Arts 
program.  


