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University of South Dakota 

ELED 342 - Grammar for Teachers, K-8th

 
Concepts addressed: 
Language in writing: components of language in writing including the elements of grammar and 
usage; syntax, sentence types; orthography and morphology; semantics; vocabulary in context; 
figurative language; and social, cultural, and historical influences of language.  

 

Text for the course:  

The Staff of the Princeton Review. (200 I). The Princeton Review grammar smart: A guide to perfect 
usage. New York, NY: Random House, Inc.  

The knowledge base for this course included: ways to teach grammar, Daily Oral Language, 6 + I 
Traits of Writing, writing a memoir, and grammar usage.  

Grammar can be taught using three main methods:  

A. Traditional grammar: taught by using the parts of speech identified below  
B. Descriptive or Structural grammar: taught as language is used today; taught within writing 

instruction; and taught by word functions where words can have more than one function  
C. Transformational Generative grammar: taught as English speakers of grammar are able to 

generate a sentence they have never heard before. Young children learning to acquire 
language often demonstrate this ability to create an entirely new sentence using their own 
combination of words. Deep structures and surface structures are part of transformational 
generative grammar.  

The eight parts of speech:  

• Nouns: words that name persons, places, things, or ideas  
• Pronouns: words that take the place of nouns  
• Verbs: words that show action or state of being  
• Adjectives: words that modify a noun, pronoun, or another adjective and are descriptive in 

nature  
• Adverbs: words that modify a verb, adjective or another adverb and often tell when, where, 

how much or how often. Many adverbs end in -ly such as: only  
• Conjunctions: words that join groups of words, phrases or clauses  
• Prepositions: words that relate to other words in the sentence  
• Interjections: words that are "extras" in a sentence and express strong feeling or emotion such 

as: Wow! Ugh.  

Review the uses of various types of pronouns given in the text and book of handouts  

Personal (subject, or nominative case and object or objective case);  
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mirror (or reflexive);  
relative; question (interrogative);  
pointing (demonstrative);  
indefinite 

Review the three types of conjunctions:  

Coordinating 

Correlative 

Subordinate  

Review the difference between misplaced modifiers and faulty comparisons  

Review effective writing using parallel construction  

Review the difference between clauses and phrases:  

Clauses: There are two types of clauses:  

Independent or main clause: this makes sense all by itself and can stand  

Dependent or subordinate clause: it does not make sense alone. A dependent clause 
contains a subordinate conjunction.  

Phrases: A phrase is a group of words that does not have a subject and a verb. Phrases can 
include: Prepositional phrases and participial phrases  

Review idioms  

Study punctuation  


