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University of South Dakota 
 

LIBM 405 Children's Literature, P-8 
 
 
Concepts addressed: Literacy acquisition and reading instruction: foundations of literacy and reading 
instruction; children's literature; strategies for word recognition; and strategies for comprehension.  
 
 
Text for the course:  
Huck, C. S., Kiefer, B. Z., Hepler, S., and Hickman, J. (2004). Children's literature in the elementary 
school. Boston, MA: McGraw Hill.  
 
The knowledge base for this course includes: genres of literature, stages of development that may be 
influenced by literature, history of children's literature, literary patterns, appreciation and enthusiasm 
for literary works, awards for artistic and literary elements, appropriate strategies, activities and 
methods of presentation, book selection, censorship, child as a critic, integration of literary works 
across the curriculum, literature focused classroom, parental involvement and life-long readers, 
Copyright Laws, magazines for children, and journals and selections.  
 
Stages of development that may be influenced by literature: cognitive development, language 
development, moral development, personality development, social development, moral development, 
and affective potential, which include literary patterns, developing appreciation and enthusiasm for 
literary works.  
 
History of children's literature from the oral tradition to the present and the Osborne Collection.  
 
Children's Literature consists of the following genres: picture books, Traditional Literature (folk tale, 
fairy tale, fable, myth, epic, legend, and work song), Contemporary Realistic Fiction, Poetry, 
Historical Fiction, Science Fictional Fantasy, Nonfiction (autobiography and biography), 
Multicultural/International, and Information Literature.  
 
Awards granted for Children's Literature including Caldecott Award and Honor Books, Newberry 
Award and Honor Books, and Orbis Pictus Award for Nonfiction and Informational Books (Award 
and Honor Books).  
 
Appropriate strategies, activities, and methods of presentation of children literature include: literary 
responses, art responses, and interactive read alouds, puppetry, storytelling, book talks, and creative 
drama.  
 
Book selection includes the characteristics of a quality picture book or chapter book appropriate for 
P_8th grade, authors and illustrators, artistic elements (line, color, shape, texture, medium, style, 
literary elements (setting, characters, point of view, plot, style, tone and mood, theme and social 
message), what a teacher should look for when selecting a book including how to write and use a 
Literature Inventory, how to help a child select a book, and how to help parents when selecting a 
book.  
 
Censorship/banning what is meant by it and how a teacher can protect him/herself from challenges 
against literary works for classroom use, assigned reading, or student selected materials.  
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The child as a literary critic, how to help a child develop the skills needed to respond to a literary 
work.  
 
Integration of literary works across the curriculum in each content area (Language Arts, Social 
Studies, Science, Mathematics, Physical Education, Health, Art and Music).  
 
Literature-focused classroom with an emphasis on creativity, flexibility, responsibility, and 
ownership, procedures for integrating the six language arts (reading, writing, listening, speaking, 
viewing, and visual representing) into the reading program, time frame, and how to develop a 
classroom library including book selection and rotation of the literary works.  
 
Parental involvement in the literature program and assisting with the development of lifelong readers.  
 
The importance of the Copyright Laws and the impact on the classroom.  
 
Appropriate magazines for children and middle school students.  
 
Journals and selection aids that will assist teachers in the area of children's literature.  


