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Causes and consequences of the Second World War 
 

What were the major European and non-European nations involved in WWII? 

What were the initial events leading to WWII? 

What might have been done by various countries to prevent WWII? 

What was the role of German expansion in Austria, the Sudetenland, and Poland in causing WWII? 

Why did Adolph Hitler believe Germany should undertake such expansion? 

How was the Rome-Berlin Axis achieved? 

Explain the conflicting relationship between Germany and the Soviet Union during WWII. 

What finally caused the United States to enter WWII? 

Explain the situation of rule in France during WWII? 

Who were the main military and political leaders involved in WWII? 

What were the reasons for the United States use of two atomic bombs? 

Provide a brief overview of the events of WWII and the pivotal battles in both the pacific theatre and in 
Europe. 

Provide a general overview of the greatest extent of Nazi occupation in Europe during the war. 

Why did Hitler's invasion of the Soviet Union fail? 

How was peace settled after WWII? Which countries were the major beneficiaries after WWII? 

What were some of the major practical problems that required immediate attention in the wake of the 
devastation of WWII? 

What were the human costs of WWII? How did this divide up among the various nations? How did it 
divide up between civilians and soldiers? 

How did the settlement of WWII differ from that of WWI? 

What is the connection between WWII and the United Nations and the Council of Europe? 

How did WWII affect the long-term situation in the Middle East? 
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III.A The Holocaust and other cases of genocide in the twentieth century; global impact of the Cold 
War, decolonization, and neocolonialism. 

How did the Holocaust relate to Adolf Hitler's racial ideas and policies? 

Give a brief overview of the Nazi machinery of genocide, from mobile shooting squads to its fullest 

development in the death camp of Auschwitz. 

What groups were targeted by the Nazis in addition to Jews? Were any other groups the target of genocide 

during WWII? 

How do historians explain the compliance of German civilians and soldiers with the genocidal policies of 

Hitler? 

What is the approximate death toll of the Holocaust? 

What is the relationship between the Armenian genocide and the Holocaust? 

How did the victorious Allies render justice in the case of the Holocaust? 

What similarities and differences have existed among the Holocaust and other incidences of genocide 

(consider, for example, Rwanda, Sudan, Guatemala, the Armenian genocide)? 

What is the relationship between the Holocaust and the creation of the modern state of Israel? 

What are the origins of the Cold War? 

Why was German occupation by the Allies pivotal to the genesis of the Cold War? 

What were the Truman Doctrine and the Brezhnev Doctrine? What was the Domino Theory? 

What were Comecon and the Marshall Plan? 

How did the Cold War between the United States and the Soviet Union have repercussions not only for 

Europe but also for other countries in the world? 

What other international conflicts grew out of the Cold War? 

What were NATO and the Warsaw Pact? 

What were the major reasons for decolonization? 

How did nationalist developments within the colonies spur decolonization? 

How did the Cold War further complicate decolonization? 

Give a general overview of the timeline and various locales of decolonization after WWII. 
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How did the general experience of British decolonization differ from that of France? 

In what ways are former colonizing countries still intertwined with their former colonies? 

What is neocolonialism? How does it differ from a formal empire? 

What is the relationship between major corporations and neocolonialism? 
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