
University of South Dakota 
HIST 122: Western Civilization II 

  
 
 
American Revolution, French Revolution, and Latin American Independence Movements 
 
What were the major causes of the American Revolution? In particular, explain the importance of taxes. 

Provide a brief history of the events of the American Revolution. 

Explain the connection between the Declaration of Independence and Enlightenment thought. 

Who were the major figures in American history during the Revolution? 

Why were the Americans successful? 

What are the connections between the American and French Revolutions? 

What were the major causes of the French Revolution? 

What were the major stages of the French Revolution? 

What role did the Terror play in the French Revolution? Was it unavoidable? 

Who were the major individuals and groups that played a leading role during the French Revolution? In 
particular, who were the Jacobins? 

What is the Third Estate? 

What were the major changes in the social, political, economic, and cultural realms that took place during 
the French Revolution? Why was the French Revolution revolutionary? 

What was the role of women in the French Revolution? 

How did Napoleon increase the centralization of France? 

Did Napoleon conserve or destroy the various changes brought by the French Revolution? 

Provide a brief overview of the Napoleonic Wars in Europe. 

How did the French Revolution affect colonialism? What were the consequences of the French Revolution 
in Haiti? 

What is the connection between the American and French Revolutions and Latin American independence 
movements? 

Who were the Creoles? What were the other major groups involved in the independence movements?  

What were the major pan-nationalist states in Latin America following the move for independence?  

Explain centralism and federalism in the context of Latin American independence. Who were Hidalgo 

and Bolivar? 
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