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Europe: Renaissance, Reformation, Scientific Revolution and Enlightenment 
 
Know the distinctive intellectual, artistic, and religious characteristics of the Renaissance 
and Reformation.  
Describe in general outline the political configuration of Europe during this period. Show 
that the political preoccupations and rivalries of the rulers and popes contributed to the 
success of the reformers and created opportunities for the artists and intellectuals. 
Know the important artists of the Renaissance and some of their works. Explain their 
attitude toward classical antiquity. 
What is the significance of the Peace of Augsburg? the Edict of Nantes? the Peace of 
Westphalia?  
What is humanism? Why did it emerge first in Italy? How did it influence the 
Reformation?  
Identify and contrast the main strands of political thought during the Renaissance and 
Reformation. What are Machiavelli's positions in his Prince and in his Discourses? 
Identify the most important explorers. What were the causes of exploration by sea? What 
were some of its consequences? 
What abuses within the church did the reformers object to? What, in particular, was 
Martin Luther's problem with the church? What were his solutions for ecclesiastical 
shortcomings and his own spiritual struggles? 
Explain absolutism by reference to political theorists such as Hobbes and Bossuet and to 
the policies of the more important kings and ministers. Compare the absolutism of the 
seventeenth century with enlightened absolutism of the eighteenth. 
Show how the European states of the eighteenth century strove to balance each other's 
military powers.  
What forces threatened balance? How did diplomacy and warfare redress imbalance?  
Be sensitive to the distinctive political development of different states and try to explain 
the unique situations in, e.g., England and Russia. Contrast absolutism and 
parliamentarianism in England, France, Austria, and Russia. 
What are the general characteristics of the Scientific Revolution? Describe some of the 
innovations in ideas and methods of its more important scientists. 
What are the general characteristics of the Enlightenment? Who were some of Hie 
philosophes and what were their contributions? What impact did their ideas have on 
historical developments in the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries? 
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