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Transition from subsistence agriculture to a market economy, and the rise of 
centralized states 

 
• How did the responsibilities of the nobility differ from those of the clergy and 

peasantry during the medieval period? How did each social class contribute to the 
stability of society? 

• What was the basis of the relationship between a master and serf? How did this 
change over time? 

• How did technological innovations help peasants become more efficient? What 
were the most effective changes to the traditional agricultural system? 

• What factors contributed to the rise of towns and how did they challenge 
traditional medieval society? 

• How did monasteries and universities influence the formation of towns? 
• What roles did merchants and trade play in the creation of centralized economies? 

How did international trade contribute to political stability? 
• How did the guild system affect industry and the production of crafts? What 

impact did this have upon the opportunities of townspeople? 
• Where did international trade begin to flourish first? Why? What was traded and 

how did these economic interactions have wider influence? 
• What role did the family play in the production of traditional crafts? How did this 

change with the introduction of new machines? What industries were at the 
forefront of the industrial revolution? 

• Why was Great Britain the first nation to make the shift to a market economy? 
What were some of the technical factors that contributed to this change? How did 
the formation of national banks and currency facilitate this process? 

• What caused the "agricultural revolution?" How was this influenced by 
technological innovations? Social experiments? 

• What was the doctrine of "mercantilism?" Which nations adopted it with the 
greatest enthusiasm? Was it successful?  

• How did religion influence the formation of political states? How were religious 
beliefs used to justify the centralization of power? 

• What issues were involved in the struggle between the centralized authority of 
monarchs and the decentralized claims of the nobility? How was this tension 
resolved in England during the Glorious Revolution? In France with the creation 
of absolutism under Louis XTV? What do the differences between these 
approaches indicate about the eventual political states that develop? 

• What were the privileges of the various European nobilities? How did they differ 
from one country to the next? What were their economic bases? What authority 
did they have over other groups in their societies? How were these challenged 
between 1500 and 1800? 
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