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World I.D. Mesoamerican and Andean cultures 
 

What does the term 'Mesoamerica' refer to? What is the difference between Central America 
and Mesoamerica? 
In the history of Mesoamerica, what do the terms Preclassic (Formative), Classic, and Postclassic 
refer to? 
What are the major food products used today that come from ancient Mesoamerican and Andean 
civilizations? 
Did the major civilizations of Mesoamerica or the Andes have the wheel? Why (or why not)? 
What kinds of domesticated animals did they have in their societies? 
How were later civilizations of Mesoamerica like the Classic Maya (250-850 CE) influenced by 
the Olmec (1200 BCE-400 BCE)? 
Which civilizations of Mesoamerica developed writing before the Conquest? 
What were these writing systems like? 
What were the most important civilizations of Mesoamerica? How were civilizations from the 
Valley of Oaxaca, for example, different from those in the Yucatan Peninsula? 
Teotihuacán was the largest city in Mesoamerica until its collapse around 600 CE. What were its 
characteristics and how did its people, the Teotihuacanos, influence the development of Maya 
civilization? 
Describe the major characteristics of Classic Maya (250-850 CE) civilization. What are the most 
important archaeological sites for understanding the Classic Maya? 
Why did Classic Maya (250-850 CE) civilization collapse? What happened to the Maya and 
where did new centers of their civilization develop? 
Who were the Toltecs and how are they related to Chichen Itza? 
Tenochtitlan was the first major city in Mesoamerica seen by the Spanish in 1519 CE. 
Who were its people and what was their society like? 
What was the role of sacrifice in Aztec society? 
What do the terms Early Horizon, Middle Horizon, and Late Horizon refer to in Andean 
prehistory? 
Andean civilizations like Chavin, Nazca, and Moche all rose and fell before 500 CE. 
What were their contributions to later civilizations of the Andes? 
The Tiwanaku (Tihuanaco) and Wari (Huari) civilizations succeeded the Naza and Moche in the 
Andes during the Middle Horizon. What were their major characteristics and where were they 
located? 
The Inka (also spelled Inca) are perhaps the most famous of the Andean civilizations. 
Describe their origins and the growth of their empire, the largest political entity in the Americas 
before Columbus. 
What where khipu? How were they used by the Inka? 
What were some of the major cities of the Inka Empire? 
Andean civilizations are well-known for their elaborate funerary practices. How were mummies 
in the Andes made and were they different from other mummies worldwide? 
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