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United States History: 1791-1877(15%)  
Civil War Era (1850-1870s) (5%) 

 
The Civil War (1861 — 1869), including its causes, leaders and major events. 
 

1. Discuss the causes of the Civil War in terms of the following factors: politics, economics, 
social, psychology, sectionalism, leadership, slavery and antislavery. 

2. Discuss the Civil War from the spring of 1861 through the battle of Antietam in the fall of 
1862, and assess the strengths and weaknesses of the two combatants in late 1862. 

3. Examine the social, political, and economic impact of the Civil War on the South and its 
people. 

4. Discuss how and why the Civil War changed southern government in concept and practice, 
and discuss the reaction of the southern people to these changes. 

5. Examine the Civil War's impact on northern and southern women. 
6. Contrast the Civil War's economic impact on ordinary southerners compared to its impact on 

elite southerners. How did these differences affect southern support for the war and the relationship 
among 
southern classes? 

7. Examine the social, political, and economic impact of the Civil War on the North and its 
people. 

8. Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of the Northern economy during the Civil War and 
examine the wars economic impact on northern society and the northern people. 

9. Discuss the relationship between the federal government and Northern business interests 
during the Civil War. 

 

10. Examine the wartime expansion of presidential power and federal authority in the North. 
11. Examine Lincoln's position on slavery and trace its evolution over time. What were the major 

changes in Lincoln's position, and what were the main reasons for those changes?   What impact 
did 
Lincoln's decisions on the slavery question have on the Union and its war effort? 

12. Analyze the following statement about the Emancipation Proclamation: "As a moral and legal 
document the Emancipation Proclamation was wanting, but as a political document it was nearly 
flawless." 

13. Discuss Jefferson Davis's approach to slavery during the Civil War. What impact did his 
decisions on slavery have on the Confederacy and its war effort? 

14. Explain the emergence of antiwar sentiment, dissent, and disorder in the Confederacy during 
the first two years of the Civil War. What impact did this development have on the Confederate war 
effort? 

15. Compare and contrast Lincoln and Davis was war leaders. 
16. Explain the emergence and nature of Northern antiwar sentiment, dissent, and disorder during 

the Civil War. How did Lincoln react to opposition to the war? What impact did that opposition 
have on 
the Union war effort? 

17. Discuss the major factors that led to northern victory in the Civil War. 
18. Discuss the North's military strategy during the Civil War and identify the battles that 

represented important turning points of the war. 
19. What were the strengths and weaknesses on the Union and Confederacy at the start of the 

Civil War? 
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