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 United States History: 1791-1877(15%) 
Continued National Development (1829 - 1890) (5%) 

 
Social and cultural developments, such as changes in the role of women in society, immigration, 
and reform movements (for example, temperance, prison reform) 
 
1. Discuss the relationship between evangelical Protestantism and the reform movements for the 

1830s and 1840s. 
2. Discuss the women's rights movement during the 1830s and 1840s. 
3. Discuss the growth and nature of the temperance movement during the 1830's and 1840s. 
4. Discuss antimasonary as a reform movement. 
5. Explain how the actions of the proslavery forces increased the status of immediatists and 

broadened the base of the antislavery movement in the North. 
6. What factors led to the massive increase of immigration to the United States between 1830 and 

1850. What impact did this immigration have on the United States? 
7. Examine the position of free blacks in American society before the Civil War. How did blacks 

attempt to deal with there status? 
8. Discuss any three communal Utopian experiments in the anti-bellum period. 
9. Discuss the role of the transcendentalist in ante-bellum society. 
10. Discuss educational reforms during the ante-bellum period. 
11. Discuss and critique Alexis de Tocqueville's analysis of American ante-bellum society. 
12. Discuss the variety of arguments used by Southerners to defend slavery before the Civil War. 
13. Discuss the lifestyle of southern slaveholders and the paternalistic ideology that was a central 

part of their belief system. 
 

14. Examine the husband-and-wife relationship within the planter’s class. How did this 
relationship differ from the comparable relationship within a slave family? How was it 
similar? How did upper-class southern women react to their roles as wives, mothers? 

15. Discuss the conditions under which slaves worked, lived, ate, and slept on a typical southern 
plantation. 

16. Discuss the family in the context of the slave community. 
17. Explain the importance of African influences and religion in the emergence of a distinctive 

African American culture. How did slave culture and especially African influence and religion 
help slaves survive the ordeal of slavery? 

18. Discuss the relationship between slaveholders and nonslaveholders. Identify examples of 
conflict, and explain why conflict was not widespread. 

19. Discuss the nature and extent of slave resistance. What was the main objective of most modes 
of resistance? 

20. Examine the social impact of slavery on the South before Civil War. 
21. Discuss attempts to reform America's prisons. 
22. What role did Dorothea Dix play in improving conditions for the insane? 
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