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Establishment and growth of the English colonies, including their political, 
economic, social, and cultural organization and institutions 
 

• How were English colonial ventures justified? What economic arguments were 
used to support them? Religious? Cultural? 

• How did the doctrine of mercantilism shape English policy toward the colonies? 
• What challenges faced the first English colonies in Virginia and New England? 

How were these colonists similar? Different? How did they adapt their strategies 
for survival to their location? Were they successful? 

• What role did religion play in the foundation of the early colonies? 
• How did England's struggle with Spain during the 1500s shape colonial 

interactions? What role did pirates and privateers play in this process? 
• How did the English rivalry with the Dutch during the 1600s influence the 

formation of colonies in the mid-Atlantic region? How was it settled? How did 
the political and cultural institutions of the region reflect this dual-heritage? 

• How did England's competition with France during the 1700s influence colonial 
policy and political institutions? What were the economic results of this battle? 
Military results? How did this fit within the context of their European conflict? 

• What was the "triangular trade?" How did the transatlantic slave trade affect the 
development of economic institutions in North America? Where was the 
influence of slavery most concentrated? Least? 

• How did the colonies draw upon English political traditions when constructing 
their governments? How did they adapt or change these traditions for 
themselves? 

• What was the political relationship between the colonies and England? Cultural?  
Economic? How and why did this change over time? 

 


