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Colonization by various European powers (for example, Spanish, Dutch, French) 
 
What were the chief centers of Spanish settlement in the Americas? How were these related to 
pre-existing patterns of settlement before the Conquest? 
What were the chief economic activities of the Spanish colonies in the Americas and Asia? 
Who were peninsulares, criollos, mestizos, and indigenas? How did these categories create 
dissention in the Spanish colonies? 
What were the major commodities that the European powers traded in the Age of Colonization? 
What were the major Spanish shipping conveys in the Atlantic and Pacific? How did they play a 
role in the growth of Spain as a world power? 
What was the Treaty of Tordesillas and how did this influence Portuguese colonization? 
What were the major worldwide colonies established by the Portuguese and why? 
In 1580, Spain and Portugal were united under a common crown, unifying not one but three 
overseas empires: the silver empire of Spanish America, the spice empire of the Indian Ocean, 
and the sugar empire of the South Atlantic. How did this world power crumble? 
How and when did northern Europeans harass and ultimately encroach upon the Iberian colonies 
in the Americas, Africa, and Asia? 
Why were powers like England, France, and the Netherlands able to challenge Spain/Portugal for 
dominance? 
What was the Dutch East India Company and how did it help the Dutch become major players 
on the world stage? What was the Dutch West India Company? 
How and when did the French expand into the Americas? 
Who were the Hapsburgs and Bourbons? How did the transition from Hapsburg to Bourbon in 
Spain cause consternation among the other European powers? 
What were the Bourbon reforms and how did they impact the Spanish colonies? 
What were the long-term impacts of European colonization on the religion and society of 
indigenous peoples of the Americas? 
What were the long-term impacts of European colonization on the religion and society of East 
Asian and African societies? 
What were some of the major rebellions that took place in the colonies prior to independence, by 
indigenous groups or otherwise? 
 


