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Sinte Gleska University 
 

EDUCATION OF EXCEPTIONAL STUDENTS: CORE CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 
 
 

 
UNDERSTANDING EXCEPTIONALITIES (25%-30%) 
 
Characteristics of students with disabilities, including the influence of: cognitive factors; affective 
and social-adaptive factors, including cultural, linguistic, gender, and socioeconomic factors; 
genetic, medical, motor, sensory, and chronological age factors. 

 
• Students will demonstrate an understanding of the etiology and 

characteristics of disabilities. 
 

+  Characteristics of cognitive disabilities 
 

   +  Characteristics of affective and social-adaptive disabilities 
 
   +  Characteristics of genetic/medical disabilities 
 
   +  Characteristics of motor disabilities 
 
   +  Characteristics of sensory disabilities 
 
   +  Characteristics of mental retardation 
 
   +  Characteristics of learning disabilities 
 
   +  Characteristics of emotional and behavioral disabilities 
 
   +  Characteristics of autism spectrum disorders 
 
   +  Characteristics of communication disorders 
 
   +  Characteristics of deafness and hearing loss 
 
   +  Characteristics of blindness and low vision 
 
   +  Characteristics of physical disabilities, health impairments, and  
        ADHD 
 
   +  Characteristics of low incidence disabilities 
 
   +  Characteristics of genetic/medical disabilities 
 
   +  Role of chronological age factors in students with disabilities   
 
Students preparing for the Praxis exam are encouraged to review the portfolio required for 
the course.  In addition, students should review their student teaching internship portfolios, 
the artifacts which are aligned with the INTASC standards 
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Sinte Gleska University 

 
EDUCATION OF STUDENTS: EXCEPTIONAL CORE CONTENT KNOWLEDGE  

 
 

 
UNDERSTANDING EXCEPTIONALITIES (25%-30%) 
 
Characteristics of students with disabilities, including the influence of: cognitive factors; 
affective and social-adaptive factors, including cultural, linguistic, gender, and 
socioeconomic factors; genetic, medical, motor, sensory, and chronological age factors. 
 
Students will demonstrate an understanding of the etiology and characteristics of 
disabilities.  
 

·Characteristics of students with disabilities, including the influence of  

  ·Cognitive factors 

 ·Affective and social-adaptive factors, including cultural,    

 linguistic, gender, and socioeconomic factors 

·Genetic, medical, motor, sensory, and chronological-age factors 

·Basic concept in special education, including 

·Definitions of all major categories and specific disabilities, 

including attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), as well 

as the incidence and prevalence of various types of disabilities  

  ·The causation and prevention of disability 

·The nature of behaviors, including frequency, duration, intensity,  

   and degree of severity 

·The classification of students with disabilities (classifications as 

represented in the 1997 amendments to the Individuals with 

Disabilities Education Act [IDEA’97]; labeling of students; the 

implications of the classification process for the persons classified, 

etc.) 

·The influence of level of severity and presence of multiple 

exceptionalities on students with disabilities  
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Students will demonstrate an understanding of how evaluation information, 
curriculum and sound teaching practices are interrelated and key components in the 
development and implementation of appropriate individualized educational programs 
for students with mild and moderate disabilities. (24:16:08:45:2:c) 
 

·Characteristics of students with disabilities, including the influence of  

  ·Cognitive factors 

 ·Affective and social-adaptive factors, including cultural,    

 linguistic, gender, and socioeconomic factors 

·Genetic, medical, motor, sensory, and chronological-age factors 

·Basic concept in special education, including 

·Definitions of all major categories and specific disabilities, 

including attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), as well 

as the incidence and prevalence of various types of disabilities  

  ·The causation and prevention of disability 

·The nature of behaviors, including frequency, duration, intensity,  

   and degree of severity 

·The classification of students with disabilities (classifications as 

represented in the 1997 amendments to the Individuals with 

Disabilities Education Act [IDEA’97]; labeling of students; the 

implications of the classification process for the persons classified, 

etc.) 

·The influence of level of severity and presence of multiple 

exceptionalities on students with disabilities  

 

Students will demonstrate how to develop, write, and implement individualized 
educational programs for students with mild and moderate disabilities.  
 

·Placement and program issues such as early intervention; least restrictive 

environment; inclusion; role of individualized education program (IEP) 

team; due process guidelines; categorical, non-categorical, and cross-

categorical programs; continuum of educational and related services and 

their integration into the classroom, including roles of other professionals; 
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accommodations, including access to assistive technology; transition of 

students into and within special education placements; community-based 

training; post-school transitions 

·Integrating best practices from multidisciplinary research and professional 

literature into the educational setting  

·The individual family service plan (IFSP)/individualized education 

program (IEP) process 

·Instructional development and implementation, for example: instructional 

activities, curricular materials and resources, working with classroom and 

support personnel, tutoring options 

 
Students will demonstrate how to develop and implement supplementary aides and 
services, program modifications and supports, and curricular adaptations as effective 
strategies for students with mild and moderate disabilities to be involved and make 
satisfactory progress in the general curriculum and in extracurricular and 
nonacademic activities.  
 

·The individual family service plan (IFSP)/individualized education 

program (IEP) process 

·Instructional development and implementation, for example: instructional 

activities, curricular materials and resources, working with classroom and 

support personnel, tutoring options 

·Teaching strategies and methods, for example: modification of materials 

and equipment, learning, diagnostic-prescriptive method, modeling, skill 

drill, guided practice, concept generalization, learning strategy instruction, 

and Direct Instruction 

·Instructional format and components, for example: small and large group 

instruction, facilitated group strategies, functional academics, general 

academics with focus on special education, ESL and limited English 

proficiency, language and literacy acquisition, self-care and daily living 

skills, pre-vocational and vocational skills 
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·Career development and transition issues as related to curriculum design 

and implementation for students with disabilities according to the criteria 

of ultimate functioning. 

Students will demonstrate an understanding of methods and techniques for  
monitoring student progress towards annual goals on the student’s individual 
education program.  
 

·The individual family service plan (IFSP)/individualized education 

program (IEP) process 

·Instructional development and implementation, for example: instructional 

activities, curricular materials and resources, working with classroom and 

support personnel, tutoring options 

·Teaching strategies and methods, for example: modification of materials 

and equipment, learning, diagnostic-prescriptive method, modeling, skill 

drill, guided practice, concept generalization, learning strategy instruction, 

and Direct Instruction 

·Instructional format and components, for example: small and large group 

instruction, facilitated group strategies, functional academics, general 

academics with focus on special education, ESL and limited English 

proficiency, language and literacy acquisition, self-care and daily living 

skills, pre-vocational and vocational skills 

·Career development and transition issues as related to curriculum design 

and implementation for students with disabilities according to the criteria 

of ultimate functioning. 

 
Students will demonstrate an understanding of various methods and techniques for 
organizing, maintaining and using students’ records.  
 

·The individual family service plan (IFSP)/individualized education 

program (IEP) process 

·Instructional development and implementation, for example: instructional 

activities, curricular materials and resources, working with classroom and 

support personnel, tutoring options 
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·Teaching strategies and methods, for example: modification of materials 

and equipment, learning, diagnostic-prescriptive method, modeling, skill 

drill, guided practice, concept generalization, learning strategy instruction, 

and Direct Instruction 

·Instructional format and components, for example: small and large group 

instruction, facilitated group strategies, functional academics, general 

academics with focus on special education, ESL and limited English 

proficiency, language and literacy acquisition, self-care and daily living 

skills, pre-vocational and vocational skills 

·Career development and transition issues as related to curriculum design 

and implementation for students with disabilities according to the criteria 

of ultimate functioning. 

 

Students will demonstrate an understanding of a variety of instructional strategies, 
techniques, materials, and equipment which will meet the individualized needs of 
students with mild and moderate disabilities in the least restrictive environment as 
determined by the placement committee members.  
 

·The individual family service plan (IFSP)/individualized education 

program (IEP) process 

·Instructional development and implementation, for example: instructional 

activities, curricular materials and resources, working with classroom and 

support personnel, tutoring options 

·Teaching strategies and methods, for example: modification of materials 

and equipment, learning, diagnostic-prescriptive method, modeling, skill 

drill, guided practice, concept generalization, learning strategy instruction, 

and Direct Instruction 

·Instructional format and components, for example: small and large group 

instruction, facilitated group strategies, functional academics, general 

academics with focus on special education, ESL and limited English 

proficiency, language and literacy acquisition, self-care and daily living 

skills, pre-vocational and vocational skills 
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·Career development and transition issues as related to curriculum design 

and implementation for students with disabilities according to the criteria 

of ultimate functioning. 

 
Students will demonstrate an understanding of the selection, adaptation, and use of 
commercial, teacher-made media and instructional materials in order to provide 
specially designed instruction for students with mild and moderate disabilities.  
 

·Placement and program issues such as early intervention; least restrictive 

environment; inclusion; role of individualized education program (IEP) 

team; due process guidelines; categorical, non-categorical, and cross-

categorical programs; continuum of educational and related services and 

their integration into the classroom, including roles of other professionals; 

accommodations, including access to assistive technology; transition of 

students into and within special education placements; community-based 

training; post-school transitions 

·Integrating best practices from multidisciplinary research and professional 

literature into the educational setting  

·The individual family service plan (IFSP)/individualized education 

program (IEP) process 

·Instructional development and implementation, for example: instructional 

activities, curricular materials and resources, working with classroom and 

support personnel, tutoring options 

·Teaching strategies and methods, for example: modification of materials 

and equipment, learning, diagnostic-prescriptive method, modeling, skill 

drill, guided practice, concept generalization, learning strategy instruction, 

and Direct Instruction 

·Instructional format and components, for example: small and large group 

instruction, facilitated group strategies, functional academics, general 

academics with focus on special education, ESL and limited English 

proficiency, language and literacy acquisition, self-care and daily living 

skills, pre-vocational and vocational skills 



Development of this review sheet was made possible by funding from the US Department of 
Education through South Dakota’s EveryTeacher Teacher Quality Enhancement grant. 

 
 

·Career development and transition issues as related to curriculum design 

and implementation for students with disabilities according to the criteria 

of ultimate functioning. 

 
Students will demonstrate an understanding of assistive technology devices and 
services necessary for students with mild and moderate disabilities to receive a free 
appropriate public education.  
 

·The individual family service plan (IFSP)/individualized education 

program (IEP) process 

·Instructional development and implementation, for example: instructional 

activities, curricular materials and resources, working with classroom and 

support personnel, tutoring options 

·Teaching strategies and methods, for example: modification of materials 

and equipment, learning, diagnostic-prescriptive method, modeling, skill 

drill, guided practice, concept generalization, learning strategy instruction, 

and Direct Instruction 

·Instructional format and components, for example: small and large group 

instruction, facilitated group strategies, functional academics, general 

academics with focus on special education, ESL and limited English 

proficiency, language and literacy acquisition, self-care and daily living 

skills, pre-vocational and vocational skills 

·Career development and transition issues as related to curriculum design 

and implementation for students with disabilities according to the criteria 

of ultimate functioning. 

 
Students will demonstrate an understanding of the use of internal and community 
resources and services necessary for appropriate transition planning and educational 
programs for students with mild and moderate disabilities.  
 

·The school’s connections with the families, prospective and actual employers, 

and communities of students with disabilities, for example: 

·Teacher advocacy for students and families, developing student self-

advocacy 
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 ·Parent partnerships and roles 

 ·Public attitudes towards individuals with disabilities 

·Cultural and community influences on public attitudes towards 

individuals with disabilities  

 ·Interagency agreements 

 ·Cooperative nature of the transition planning process 

 
Students will demonstrate an understanding of the effective functioning of 
multidisciplinary team members, consultants, and service providers in order to 
provide an appropriate individualized program for children with mild and moderate 
disabilities. 

 
·The school’s connections with the families, prospective and actual employers, 

and communities of students with disabilities, for example 

·Teacher advocacy for students and families, developing student self-

advocacy 

 ·Parent partnerships and roles 

 ·Public attitudes towards individuals with disabilities 

·Cultural and community influences on public attitudes towards 

individuals with disabilities  

 ·Interagency agreements 

 ·Cooperative nature of the transition planning process 

Career development and transition issues as related to curriculum design 

and implementation for students with disabilities according to the criteria 

of ultimate functioning. 

 
 
Students preparing for the Praxis exam are encouraged to review the portfolio 
required for the course.  In addition, students should review their student teaching 
internship portfolios, the artifacts which are aligned with the INTASC standards 


