
Development of this review sheet was made possible by funding from the US Department of 
Education through South Dakota’s EveryTeacher Teacher Quality Enhancement grant. 

 

SINTE GLESKA UNIVERSITY 
 

PRINCIPLES OF LEARNING AND TEACHING: GRADES K-6 AND 7-12 
 

Understanding the Influence of Individual Experiences, Talents, and Prior 
Learning, as well as Language, Culture, Family, and Community Values on 
Students’ Learning 
 
• Multicultural backgrounds; age-appropriate knowledge and behavior; the 

student culture at school; family backgrounds; linguistic patterns and 
differences; cognitive patterns and differences; and social and emotional needs 

 
To most effectively meet the needs of students from diverse backgrounds, teachers must 
recognize and utilize strategies that promote positive learning experiences: 
 
Multicultural backgrounds 

• Understand and utilize Vygotsky’s theory of cognitive development 
• Emphasize the importance of society and culture for promoting 

cognitive development 
• Provide opportunities for the social construction of meaning 
• Utilize scaffolding 

• Provide opportunities that promote positive social interaction among 
diverse groups 
• Understand the effects of culture on behaviors and belief systems 
• Understand the impact of peer influences and relationships on 

interaction and behavior 
• Understand social developmental stages 
• Minimize or eliminate barriers to social interaction 
• Develop students’ understanding of students with special needs 

• Accommodate diversity in cognitive processes 
• Understand the effect of prior knowledge and experiences on learning 
• Select age- or developmentally-appropriate strategies 
• Recognizing that students from different cultural backgrounds will 

have varying experiences with different kinds of learning in order to 
make adaptations to materials and strategies 

• Understanding the importance of wait time 
• Understanding the influence of literary experiences prior to entering 

school 
• Consider diversity in  constructive processes 

• Provide opportunities for safe experimentation 
• Promote opportunities for dialogue among students and the teacher 
• Use authentic learning activities 
• Create a community of learners 

• Consider diversity in teaching and assessment procedures 
• Cultural bias 
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• Language differences 
• Accommodations for students with special needs 

• Utilize strategies to facilitate cognitive processes in students with special 
needs 

• Select appropriate strategies and materials 
• Provide adequate supports 

Age-appropriate knowledge and behavior 
• Piaget’s stages of cognitive development 
• Understand stages of cognitive, social, physical, moral, emotional 

development 
• Understand stages of language development 

The student culture at school 
• Understand the influence of peer relationships on learning 
• Provide opportunities for social interaction among diverse groups 
• Establish a community of learners and a multicultural classroom environment 
• Incorporate the values, beliefs, and traditions of many cultures into the 

curriculum 
• Model respect and rapport 
• Be able to navigate different cultures at home and at school by understanding 

•  cultural norms and expectations 
• gender roles 
• language differences 
• views about talking versus being silent 
• views regarding personal space 
• cooperation versus competition 
• private versus public performance 
• world views 

Family Backgrounds 
• Understand cultural influences on parenting styles 
• Utilize effective and respectful communication modes and styles 
• Understanding the effects of socioeconomic status on learning 
• Recognize the risk factors associated with poverty 

• Poor nutrition 
• Inadequate housing 
• Emotional stress 
• Gaps in background knowledge 
• Parental attitudes toward school 

• Effect on school involvement 
• Value of assisting with homework 
• Inability to provide for extra-curricular activities 

Linguistic patterns and differences 
• Linguistic development 

• Understand characteristics and abilities at different grade levels 
• Understand information processing theories 
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• Second language learning  
• Bilingualism 

• Importance of bilingual education 
• Children with special needs 

• Select and utilize appropriate teaching strategies  
• Provide proper supports 

• Speech and communication disorders 
• Understand how speech and communication disorders affect learning in 

order to provide adequate instructional strategies 
• Take steps to enhance self-confidence and motivation 

• Language differences 
• Understand how language differences affect learning and assessment 
• Understand the IDEA mandates on assessing students with language 

differences  
Cognitive patterns and differences 

• Understand the influence of culture and language on factors such as: 
• Attention 
• Working-memory capacity 
• Long-term memory storage processes 
• Prior knowledge 

• Promote meaningful learning experiences 
• Select instructional strategies that are beneficial in processing and retaining 

information 
Social and emotional issues 

• Social cognition 
• Perspective taking at different age and developmental levels 
• Aggression’s effect on social cognition 
• Selecting strategies to promote positive social skills and effective 

interpersonal relationships, especially among diverse groups 
• Determinants of moral and prosocial behavior 

• Kohlberg’s and Gilligan’s of moral reasoning 
• Strategies for promoting moral and prosocial development 

• Effective modeling 
• Classroom discussions 
• Sensitivity training for cultural differences when addressing 

inappropriate behaviors 
• Provide practice in recognizing others’ emotions 

• Temperament 
• Recognize cultural influences on behavioral styles 
• Assist children in developing appropriate coping skills 
• Select a variety of teaching strategies and activities that accommodate 

different temperament types 
• Emotional and behavioral disorders 
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• Children will experience minor social, emotional, or behavioral 
difficulties; know when to seek assistance if these behaviors interfere with 
learning 

• Adapt instruction to meet students’ needs 
• Teach interpersonal skills 
• Communicate clear expectations for behavior 
• Try to anticipate problems or situations that trigger inappropriate behavior 
• Provide specific feedback about behavior 
 

Students preparing for the PRAXIS exam are encouraged to review the portfolio 
required for this course.  In addition, students should review their Student Teaching 
Internship portfolios, of which the artifacts are aligned with the INTASC Principles. 
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