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PRINCIPLES OF LEARNING AND TEACHING: GRADES K-6 AND 7-12 
 

Major Laws Related to Students’ Rights and Teacher Responsibilities 
 

• Equal education; appropriate education for students with special needs; 
confidentiality and privacy; appropriate treatment of students; and 
reporting situations related to possible child abuse 

 
Teachers must understand and be able to implement major laws related to students’ rights 
and teacher responsibilities; to include: 
 
Equal education 

• School districts must educate students with special needs, including those with 
severe and multiple disabilities, in regular classrooms in their neighborhood 
schools  

 
Appropriate Education for Students with Special Needs 
Students with special needs who are placed in general education classrooms must receive, 
appropriate services. These services are guaranteed by 

• Public Law 94-142: Individuals with Disabilities Act  
o Originally passed as in 1975 as Public Law 94-142 – Education for All 

Handicapped Children Act 
o Renamed IDEA in 1990 
o In 1986 the Education for the Handicapped Act Amendments, PL 99-457, 

were passed. The final regulations, written in 1993, were developed to 
promote early intervention for preschool children with special needs or 
developmental delays. 

o IDEA contains several major provisions guaranteeing the right to 
education for persons ages 3-21 with disabilities that require special 
services. The law grants the right to a free appropriate public education in 
the least restrictive environment. 

o In 2004, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act was 
signed into law.  This law was designed, in part, to align this legislation 
with the No Child Left Behind Act of 2002.  The changes focused on: 
 Accountability of achievement by students with disabilities 
 Improving teacher quality 
 Reduction of paperwork for teachers and other professionals 
 Reduction on non-instructional time spent by teachers 
 Increasing early intervention activities 

• Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 is a civil rights law that includes 
protection from discrimination and reasonable accommodations 

o For the purposes of assessment and educational planning, a student’s 
current functioning level must be considered and reasonable 
accommodations must be made 
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Confidentiality and Privacy 

o Teachers must possess professional ethics regarding confidentiality and privacy 
o The National Education Association Code of Ethics, Principle 1, Item 8 states: 

The educator “shall not disclose information about students obtained in the course 
of professional service, unless disclosure serves a compelling professional 
purpose or is required by law” 

o The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), passed in 1975, gives 
students and parents access to school records and limits others’ access to those 
records; therefore, teachers must not share information about assessment and 
evaluation freely 

 
Appropriate Treatment of Students 

o A teacher’s professional and moral obligation should be the appropriate treatment 
of students 

o A democratic classroom is based on equity – freedom from bias or favoritism – as 
well as equality 

o Teachers must tailor their instruction to meet the unique characteristic of 
each and every student 

o The notion of equity is not limited to students of diverse ethnic 
backgrounds but also to equitable treatment of boys and girls 

o The National Education Association Code of Ethics, Principle 1 establishes that 
“the educator strives to help each student realize his or her potential as a worthy 
and effective member of society;”  Items 1-8 give specific information regarding 
the ethical treatment of students 

 
Reporting Situations Related to Possible Child Abuse 

o All 50 states and the District of Columbia have laws requiring educators to report 
suspected child abuse 

o Teachers are protected from legal actions if they act in “good faith” and “without 
malice” 

o Teachers who suspect child abuse or neglect should immediately report the matter 
to school counselors or administrators; teachers need to know the chain-of-
command policies in their respective schools 

 
 
Students preparing for the PRAXIS exam are encouraged to review the portfolio 
required for this course.  In addition, students should review their Student Teaching 
Internship portfolios, of which the artifacts are aligned with the INTASC Principles. 
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