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SINTE GLESKA UNIVERSITY 
 

PRINCIPLES OF LEARNING AND TEACHING: GRADES K-6 and 7-12 
 

Approaches for Accommodating Various Learning Styles, Intelligences, or 
Exceptionalities 
 
• Process of second-language acquisition and strategies to support the learning of 

students for whom English is not a first language 
 
To meet the needs of students for whom English is not a first language, teachers 
should have an understanding of: 

o The development of language 
• Linguistic 
• Cognitive 
• Social and communicative 

o The development of a second language 
• Patterns of language development 
• Language as a social instrument 
• Different ways of learning language 

• Oral genres, such as story-telling 
• Recognizing nonverbal patterns 

o Culturally-appropriate expectations 
• Social context for language outside the classroom 
• Parental expectations 
• Parental language(s) 

o Culturally-appropriate communication styles 
 
Teachers should be able to: 

o Develop lessons that support the learning of students for whom English is not 
a first language 

• Utilize literature that supports vocabulary development 
• Provide opportunities to develop metalinguistic awareness strategies 
• Provide a wide range of oral and written lessons at varying levels of 

difficulty 
o Select programs and strategies that promote the development of language 

• Immersion classes 
• Cooperative learning groups 
• Peer tutoring 
• Strategies 

• Word Walls (words in several or multiple languages) 
• Books on Tape 

• Assessment 
• Select appropriate assessment instruments and techniques 
• Detect bias in assessment procedures 
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Students preparing for the PRAXIS exam are encouraged to review the portfolio 
required for this course.  In addition, students should review their Student Teaching 
Internship portfolios, of which the artifacts are aligned with the INTASC Principles. 
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