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WORLD AND U.S. HISTORY: CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 
 
Recent Developments (1960s-Present) (5%) 
 

Political developments, including the war in Vietnam, the “imperial presidency”, 
and the new conservative movement; economic developments including changes 
in industrial structure (for example, the decline of unions, the growth of the 
service sector), the growth of the federal government, the impact of deregulation, 
and energy and environmental issues; major social movements (for example, civil 
rights, the women’s movement) and of social policy initiatives, such as the “Great 
Society” and the “War on Poverty”; social and cultural effects of changes in the 
American family and in the ethnic composition of the United States population; 
and international relations, including United States relations with the Soviet 
Union and its successor states and the changing role of the United States in world 
political and economic affairs 
 
Students will be able to identify and discuss: 
 
Vietnam War – major causes, events, and outcomes; student protests in the United 
States 
 
African American Civil Rights movement; the leadership and assassination of 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
 
The Women’s movement, peace movement, migrant farm workers movement, 
and environmentalism movement 

  
 Social policy initiatives: the “Great Society” and the “War on Poverty” 
 
 Watergate scandal 
 
 Increase in the number of working women and changes in family structure 
 

Changing demographics – subcultures and ethnic and cultural identities 
 
 Conservative movements – religious conservatives, tax revolts, the drive to reduce 
 the size of government 
 
 Industrial trends – the decline of unions; the growth of the service sector; the 
 growth of the budget deficit; the impact of deregulation; energy and 
 environmental issues 
 



 International relations, including United States regulations with the Soviet Union 
 and its successor states and the changing role of the United States in world 
 political and economic affairs 
 
 Development of computers and information systems and their impact on the 
 economy and jobs 
  

 


