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SINTE GLESKA UNIVERSITY 
 

WORLD AND U.S. HISTORY: CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 
 

 
Emergence of the Modern United States (1877-1900) (5%) 
 

United States expansion and imperialism, including the displacement of Native 
Americans, the development of the West, and international involvements; 
industrialization and the political, economic, and social changes associated with 
industrialization in this period; European and Asian immigration; causes and 
consequences of urban development in this period; political, cultural, and social 
movements (for example, Populism, women’s rights, Social Darwinism); and the 
growth of Jim Crow legislation in the South 
 
Students will be able to explain and discuss: 
 
Development and impact of Reconstruction policies in the South and the 

 Compromise of 1877, Jim Crow laws 
 
 Displacement of Native Americans from western lands 
   
 Segregation after the Civil War, including the Supreme Court decision in Plessy v. 
 Ferguson 
 
 Business and labor after Civil War 
  Tariffs, banking, land grants, and subsidies and how states and the federal  
  government used them to encourage business expansion 
 
  Bankers and entrepreneurs Andrew Carnegie, John D. Rockefeller, and J.P 
  Morgan: their industries and the changes in American business that  
  they represented 
   
  The dominance of sharecropping in the South 
 
  The state of urban areas, especially those affected by renewed   
  immigration, migration from rural areas, difficult working conditions  
  (including child labor), and greater social stratification 
 
  The beginning of the labor movement, including the views and actions of  
  Samuel Gompers, the Knights of Labor, and the American Federation of  
  Labor 
 
 Asian and Europeans immigration 
  
 The Pendleton Act 
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 The Muckrakers 
  
 Political, cultural, and social movements, including the Populist movement, 
 Social Darwinism, women’s rights and the Social Gospel 
 
 America’s imperialism at the turn of the century as evidence in the Spanish-
 American War, the building of the Panama Canal, and Theodore Roosevelt’s “Big 
 Stick” diplomacy, and the Open Door policy 

 


