
Development of this review sheet was made possible by funding from the US Department of 
Education through South Dakota’s EveryTeacher Teacher Quality Enhancement grant. 

 

SINTE GLESKA UNIVERSITY 
 

ELEMENTAY EDUCATION CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
 

 
Anthropology, sociology, and psychology (15%):  kinship patterns, social institutions, 
social stratification, and cultural changes; socialization and acculturation, ethnic groups 
and societal change, and stereotypes and biases; and human development and growth, 
human behavior, and gender roles and differences 
 
Anthropology 
 

Basic goals of anthropology and archaeology 
 

The two branches of anthropology:  physical and cultural 
 
How kinship (family) patterns address basic human needs and concerns and how 
they interact wit social institutions 

 
Social institutions (political structures, faith communities, clubs, ethnic 
communities, sports organizations) and their visible outgrowths (customs, 
symbols, celebrations) 

 
Social stratification of individuals, groups, and institutions (status, social class, 
social mobility, class conflict) 

 
Human experience and cultural expression (language, stories, music, dance, 
artifacts, traditions, beliefs, spirituality, values, behavior) and how they contribute 
to the development and transmission of culture 

 
Sociology 
 

Basic concepts in sociology—networks; primary and secondary groups; social 
solidarity and conflict; role;; status; norms; minority; ethnicity; group; institution 

 
Socialization and acculturation—understand the role of socialization in society 
and the roles of positive and negative sanctions in the socialization process 

 
Social stratification and social mobility 

 
Ethnic groups and societal change—understand the study of populations, 
including the impact on society of population growth, distribution, migration, and 
immigration 
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Stereotypes, biases, values, ideals—understand the concepts of ethnocentrism, 
cultural relativity, prejudice, discrimination, stereotyping, pluralism, multicultural 
diversity 

 
Psychology 
  

Basic concepts and approaches 
• Cognitive development 
• Behavioralism 
• Physiological influences 
• Social influences 
• Emotions 
• Personality 
• Self-concept 
• Learning 
• Individual 
• Needs and wants 
• Differences 
• Motives  
• Perception 
• Values 
• Character 

 
Human development and growth—four stages (infancy, childhood, adolescence, 
adulthood) 

 
Human behavior—how beliefs, experiences, attitudes, conditioning, 
consequences, heredity, and other factors affect an individual’s behavior 
 
Gender roles and differences—varying influences (e.g., physiological, social, 
cognitive, etc.) 

 
 


