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Political Science (20%):  the nature and purpose of government; the forms of 
government; the United States Constitution; the rights and responsibilities of citizens; and 
state and local government 
 
Nature and purpose of government 
  

Define “government” 
Discuss the purposes of government (conflict resolution, collective decision-
making, etc.) 
Discuss the intended and unintended consequences of the deals and philosophies 
of various forms of government (e.g., in terms of social welfare and human rights) 

 
Forms of government 
 

Parliamentary systems 
Federalism 
Constitutional structures 
Unitary structures 

 
United States Constitution 
 

The major values, beliefs, principles expressed in the Declaration of 
Independence, Constitution, and the Bill of Rights 

 
The “separation of powers” among the three branches of the federal government 
and the major responsibilities of each branch 

 
Rights and responsibilities of citizens 
 

The meaning and importance of the following: 
• Rights of democratic citizens 
• Freedom of speech 
• Religion  
• Press 
• Assembly 
• Petition 
• Privacy 
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The importance of the following: 
• Economic rights 
• Property rights 
• Right to choose one’s work 
• Right to join or not join a labor union 
• Right to apply for copyrights and patents 

 
Balancing citizens’ rights with the common good 

 
Citizens’ legal obligations (to obey the law, serve as juror, and pay taxes) and 
civic-minded obligations (becoming informed about issues and candidates, voting, 
volunteering, and serving in the military or alternative service) 
  
Understand the naturalization process by which immigrants become citizens of 
the United States (literacy, language, and other requirements) 

 
State and local government 

 
Major responsibilities of state governments 

 
Relationship between state government and the federal government 

 
Major responsibilities of local governments 

 
Basic principles of tribal sovereignty 

 
 


