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SINTE GLESKA UNIVERSITY 
 

ELEMENTAY EDUCATION CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
 

 
United States history (25%):  European exploration and colonization; the American 
Revolution and the founding of the nation; growth and expansion of Republic; and 
twentieth-century developments and transformations 
 
European exploration and colonization 
 

The numerous unique and well-developed Native American cultures in North 
America, most prominently the Inuits (Eskimos), Anasazi (cliff dwellers), 
Northwest Indians (Kwakiutl), Plains Indians, the Mound Builders, Iroquois 

 
Causes, purposes, and results of explorations and colonization of North America 
by Spain, France, and England 

 
Interactions between the Native Americans and the Europeans 

 
Colonial culture, society, religion, economy, and political institutions from the 
perspective of various inhabitants: 

• Large landowners  
• Farmers 
• Artisans 
• Women 
• Slaves 
• Colonial leaders 

 
The American Revolution and the founding of the nation 
 

Causes of the American Revolution 
 
Major ideas in the Declaration of Independence and their impact 
 
Major ideas in the Articles of Confederation 
 
Key individuals and their roles and major beliefs 

• King George 
• John Adams 
• George Washington 
• Thomas Jefferson 
• Benjamin Franklin 
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• Thomas Paine 
 

The Constitution, how and when it came into being, including major 
compromises, and the addition of the Bill of Rights 

 
The origin of political parties in the United States 

 
 
Growth and expansion of the republic 
  

Origins of slavery in the United States, how it is addressed in the United States 
Constitution, and slavery’s effects on political, social, religious, economic, and 
cultural developments among African Americans and in American society 
generally 

 
Westward expansion 

• Louisiana Purchase 
• Lewis and Clark expedition 
• Acquisition of Florida, Texas, Oregon, and California 

 
Relationships with Mexico (Mexican War and Cession), Canada (War of 1812), 
and Europe (Monroe Doctrine) 

 
The story of the “Trail of Tears,” including the Removal Act (broken treaties, 
massacres, conflicts, and displacement of Native Americans) 

 
Impact of technological and agricultural innovations before the Civil War—
Whitney’s cotton gin, McCormick’s reaper, Fulton’s steamboat, and the steam 
locomotive 

 
Reasons for and consequences of waves of immigration from Europe in the 
nineteenth century 

 
 

Civil War and Reconstruction 
• Economic and cultural differences between North and South 
• Abolitionist movement 
• Women’s movement 
• The Fugitive Slave Act and the Dred Scott case 
• Key roles and actions of  

+  Abraham Lincoln 
+  Jefferson Davis 
+  Frederick Douglass 
+  William Lloyd Garrison 
+  Harriet Tubman 
+  Harriet Beecher Stowe 
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+  John Brown 
• Key events leading to declaration of secession and war 

 
Major points in the  

• Gettysburg Address 
• Emancipation Proclamation 
• Basic provisions and impact of the 13th, 14th and 15th Amendments to the 

United States Constitution 
• Impact of Reconstruction policies on the South them and now 
• Segregation after the Civil War, including the Supreme Court decision in 

Plessy v. Ferguson 
 

Business and labor after the Civil War 
• Bankers and entrepreneurs Andrew Carnegie, John D. Rockefeller, and 

J.P. Morgan:  their industries and the changes in American business that 
they represented 

• Urban conditions (living conditions, child labor, social stratification) 
• Waves of immigrants after the Civil War 
• The progressive movement’s responses to the problems of industrial 

society (e.g., church and humanitarian groups’ actions) 
• The rise of the labor movement 

 
America’s imperialism at the turn of the century as evidenced in the Spanish-
American War, the building of the Panama Canal, and Theodore Roosevelt’s “Big 
Stick Diplomacy” 

 
Women’s rights movement and its leaders 

 
Twentieth-century developments and transformations 
  

America’s role in the First World War and postwar isolationism 
 

Important developments in the 1920’s 
• The Harlem Renaissance (Zora Neale Hurston, Langston Hughes) 
• Prohibition 
• The rise of mass-production techniques and new technologies wit far-

reaching effects (e.g., the automobile and electricity) 
 

Women’s Suffrage (the movement and the amendment) 
 

The Great Depression and the New Deal 
• Causes of the Depression 
• Impact on various groups in the United States 
• Franklin D. Roosevelt and the New Deal ( Works Progress 

Administration; Social Security; National Labor Relations Board) 
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America’s role in the Second World War and consequences at home and abroad 

• Internment of Japanese Americans 
• Decision to drop atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki and the 

consequences 
• Postwar consequences (e.g., the baby boom) 

 
American society in the second half of the twentieth century 

• America’s role in the Cold War 
• Korean War—major causes and outcomes 
• McCarthyism 
• Desegregation in schools 
• Vietnam War—major causes and outcomes 
• Civil rights movement, women’s movement, peace movement 
• Environmentalism 
• Rise of the consumer society 
• Changing demographics—ethnic and cultural identities and associations 

and how they are expressed and play a role in society 
• Development of computers and information systems and the impact on the 

economy and jobs 
 
 
 


