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SINTE GLESKA UNIVERSITY 
 

ELEMENTAY EDUCATION CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
 

 
World history (10%):  prehistory and early civilizations; classical civilizations; the rise of 
non-European civilizations; cross-cultural comparisons; the rise and expansion of 
Europe; and twentieth-century developments and transformations 
 
Prehistory and early civilizations 
  

Identify major characteristics of human societies during the Paleolithic and 
Neolithic periods, with special concentration on hunter-gatherer societies and the 
agricultural revolution 

 
Discuss the development of settled societies, specialization, tool making, and the 
emergence of agriculture 

 
Identify major characteristics and contributions (architectural monuments, 
writing, technological capabilities) of the following ancient civilizations: 

• Mesopotamia (c. 3500-c. 2350 B.C.E.)  (invention of writing, military 
expertise, city-states, Code of Hammurabi) 

• Indus River Valley (c. 2500-c. 1750 B.C.E.) (importance of water, city 
planning, agriculture) 

• Early China ( c. 1500- c. 771 B.C.E.)  (ancestor worship, manorialism) 
• Olmec society in Mesoamerican (c. 1200- c. 400 B.C.E.)  (monumental 

sculpture, ceremonial centers, writing) 
 
Classical civilizations (Egypt, Greece, Rome) 
 

Ancient Egypt (c. 2700- c. 1090 B.C.E.) 
• Influence of geography on the civilization 
• Hieroglyphics and the Rosetta Stone 
• Religious rulership 
• Pyramids and the Valley of Kings 

 
Greece (c. 2000 – 300 B.C.E.) 

• Influence of geography on the civilization 
• Mythology 
• Social structure and the concepts of citizenship and democracy 
• Commerce, the city-state, and colonies 
• Alexander the Great and the spread of Greek ideas 
• Contrasting views of society: Athens and Sparta 
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• Important contributions (in drama, sculpture, sports, architecture, 
mathematics, and science) and the emphasis on human achievement 

 
Rome (c. 700 B.C.E. - 500 C.E.) 

• Influence of geography on the civilization 
• Mythology 
• Military domination, and its impact on the economy and society 
• Government of Rome;  republic to empire 
• The establishment of “rule by law” and the concept of citizenship 
• Origin and spread of Christianity, and Constantinople’s role 
• Important contributions in the areas of architecture, technology, science, 

literature, history, law, military science, and the importance of 
infrastructure (especially roads and aqueducts) to the empire 

• Major causes for the decline and fall of the empire 
 
 
Non-European civilizations 
  

Islamic civilizations 
• Origins, beliefs, and the spread of Islam 
• Theological and cultural differences from other belief systems 
• Present-day locations of largest populations of Islamic people 

India 
• Caste system 
• Hinduism (origins and beliefs) 
• Muslim conquests 
• Trade in spices, cloth, gems 

China 
• Imperial government by trained bureaucracy 
• Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism 
• Construction of the Great Wall 
• Printing, compasses, gunpowder 
• Significance and consequences of China’s insularity 

Japan 
• Feudalism 
• Shintoism 
• Buddhism 
• Shoguns, emperors, samurai 
• Japan’s relationship with China over the centuries 

Sub-Saharan Africa 
• Trading empires 
• Forest kingdoms 

Central and South America 
• Mayans 
• Aztecs 
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• Incas 
• Exchange of food, diseases, and culture between Europeans and native 

Americans in Central and North America, and later, exchange of products 
and African slaves 

 
Rise and expansion of Europe 
 

Economic, social, and political effects of feudalism 
 

The Black Death 
 

Early navigational advancements and discoveries, and their consequences and 
implications 

• Voyages of Marco Polo, Magellan, Christopher Columbus, Vasco daGama 
 

Renaissance 
• New trade and economic practices that gave rise to the wealth of Italian 

city-states 
• Contributions of Leonardo daVinci and Michelangelo in the arts and 

sciences 
• Machiavelli’s theory of government as expressed in The Prince 

 
Reformation 

• The theological and political issues that played a part in the Reformation 
• The view and actions of Martin Luther and John Calvin and the 

consequences of these view and actions 
 

Scientific Revolution:  scientific theories and discoveries by Newton, Copernicus, 
and Galileo 

 
Enlightenment 

• Major ideas that characterized Enlightenment thought; major contributions 
of Locke, Rousseau, and Jefferson 

• How the political ideas of the Enlightenment affected the American and 
French Revolutions 

 
French Revolution and its impact 

 
Napoleon’s goals, conquests, empire, and defeat 

 
Industrial Revolution 

• How scientific and technological changes brought about massive social 
and cultural changes 

• The factory system 
• Inventions of Watt and Whitney and their effect on industrialization 
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European imperialism 
• European colonies in Asia and Africa at the end of the nineteenth century 
• How Asia and Africa had been transformed by European commercial 

power 
 
 
Twentieth-century developments and transformations 
 

Causes and consequences of the First World War 
 

Revolutions:  Russian, Mexican, and Chinese Revolutions 
 

Worldwide economic depression in the 1930’s and the political, social, and 
economic impact 

 
Rise of communism in the Soviet Union and fascism in Germany, Italy, and Japan 

 
Causes and consequences of the Second World War; the Holocaust 

 
Economic and military power shifts since 1945, including reasons for the rise of 
Germany and Japan 

 
Origin and meaning of the Cold War; collapse of the Soviet Union 

 
Post-Second World War decolonization in Africa and Asia and increased 
democracy in Europe, including 

• India and Pakistan in  1947 
• Sub-Saharan nations in 1960 

• Kenya, Angola, and Mozambique in the 1960’s and 1970’s 
• Nations in Eastern Europe, the Balkans, and the former Soviet Union in 

the 1980’s and 1990’s 
 

Rise of a global culture 
 

Rise of a global economy 
 

Major scientific advances:  
• Atomic power 
• Atomic bomb 
• Space travel 
• Satellite technology 
• Computers 
• Genetic manipulation 
• Internet 
• E-commerce 

 


