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ELEMENTAY EDUCATION CONTENT KNOWLEDGE 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
 

 
Geography (15%):  the world I spatial terms; places and regions; physical and human 
systems; environment and society; and uses of geography 
 
The world in spatial terms 
  

Read and interpret different kinds of maps and images (physical, 
topographical, political, and weather maps; aerial photographs and satellite 
images) 

 
Identify longitude and latitude and their purposes 

 
Locate the equator and the International Dateline 

 
Use map legends to estimate distances, calculate scale, identify patterns 
represented in maps, and compute population density 

 
Identify kinds of geographic features that make up the Earth (continents, 
oceans, seas, rivers, bays, mountain ranges, plateaus, valley, plains, ice 
caps, tundra, forest, grassland, desert, and island) 

 
Locate on a map all seven continents, the four oceans, major seas and 
rivers, and major mountain ranges 

 
Places and regions 
  

 Locate on a map major regions, countries, and cities of the world 
 

 Describe ways in which regions are categorized (e.g., political, physical,  
  cultural) 
 
Physical systems 
  

Identify the fundamental forces at work in cyclical systems like seasons, 
weather, and climate 

 
Describe the basic mechanisms and consequences of physical changes that 
have short-term effects on Earth, including floods, drought, and 
snowstorms 
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Describe the basic mechanisms and consequences of physical changes that 
have long-term effects on Earth, including earthquakes (plate tectonics) 
and natural erosion 

 
Human systems 
  

Identify factors affecting settlement patterns—why some places are 
densely populated and others are sparsely populated 

 
Identify major population trends in the United States in the nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries 
• Immigration patterns and their causes and effects 
• Parts of the country that grew faster than others in the twentieth 

century 
• Trends in the ethnic composition of the United States population 

 
Discuss functions of international organizations  

• The European Union 
• The World Trade Organization 
• The United Nations 
• NATO 
• The Organization of African Unity 
• OPEC 

 
 Discuss distinctions between developing and developed (industrialized) 
 nations; the relative wealth of the largest nations 

 
 Discuss major trade relationships, especially those between the United 
 States and other nations in the late twentieth and early twenty-first 
 centuries 

 
Environment and society 
  

     Identify the impact of the environment on human systems such as 
• Essentials like food, clothing, and shelter 
• Transportation and recreation 
• Economic and industrial systems 

 
    Discuss effects of human-initiated changes on the environment 

• Construction of houses, roads, and cities 
• Human-initiated fire 
• Water and air pollution 
• Waste disposal 
• Logging, deforestation, erosion, and desertification 
• Global warming 
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• Ozone-layer depletion 
 

    Identify natural resources—what they are and why they matter 
• Renewable and nonrenewable resourced 
• Energy, mineral, food, and land resources 

 
          Discuss ecosystems and why understanding ecosystems is important  
 

Uses of geography 
 

  Discuss how geography can be a helpful component when interpreting past              
or present events or phenomena  

• The origins of the Industrial Revolution 
• The current conflicts in the Middle East 
• The political situations in Korea in the 1940’s and 1950’s and Vietnam 

in the 1960’s and 1970’s 
• Decisions made by the United States government in the nineteenth 

century concerning Native Americans 
 
 


