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Cultural Perspectives: The culture questions are in Spanish  

Description: History, contemporary issues, geography, literature and the arts, lifestyles and societies 
of the Spanish speaking world, and sociolinguistic elements of Spanish.  

How to study: There is not a finite corpus from where those questions may be drawn, but the 
following questions may give you an idea about what you should know (and what to find out if you 
don't). Remember that all the questions will be multiple choice.  

Geography 

Which are the countries that speak Spanish in the world? Which are their capitals? What are the 
names of other very important cities in the Spanish-speaking world? Which countries are big? Or 
small? Where are the different countries located? Do they have all the same climate? What are the 
main rivers and mountains in the Spanish-speaking world? What are other geographical milestones?  

History and Contemporary Issues  

What are the names of the most important pre-columbine civilizations? Where were they located? 
Which are their most important monuments and cultural characteristics?  
Who were the conquistadors that invaded the different areas? Do you recognize the names Pizarro, 
Montezuma, Cristobel Colon, Heman Cortes, Aguirre, and Cabeza de Vaca? Do you know the names 
of other important historical figures of the period and what they did?  
What do you know about the colonial period? Do you know who Las Casa was? What different 
ethnic groups became part of Latin America other than the original American Indians? Which was 
the most important site of Spanish dominance in Latin America during the colonial period? What is a 
virrey and virreinato?  
What triggered the independence of Latin America from Spain? When did it occur? What were the 
roles of Bolivar and San Martin? Which was the last colony to obtain independence?  
What are the main problems in Latin America during the 20th and 21st centuries? Do you recognize 
these names and events? 

 Revolucion Mexicana  el proceso (Argentina)  
 Pancho Villa  las dictaduras del Cono Sur  
 Pinochet  los desaparecidos  
 Peron  Fidel Castro  
 Guerra Hispanoamericana  Teologia de la liberacion  
 Guerra de Cuba  Revolucion Cubana  

In Spain, What are the major ethnic groups that formed the Spanish background across the centuries? 
Where does the  
Spanish language come from? What is the meaning of each of the following years in the history of 
Spain? 711; 1492; 1898; 936; 1975   
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Who unified the territory of Spain? What were the three major ethnic groups during the Middle Age? 
Which country invaded Spain in 1808? What parts of the world became part of the Spanish empire? 
What is "la leyenda negra"? What major international organization is Spain part of? What is the 
currency used in Spain?  
Do you recognize these names and events?  

 Juan Carlos I  Jose Maria Aznar  
 Francisco Franco  Zapatero  
 Carlos V  La Guerra Civil  
 Isabel y Fernando  La II Republica  
 Los Reyes Cat61icos  La transici6n  
 Alfonso XIII  La dictadura  
 Felipe II  El Imperio  
 Fernando VII   
What are the different languages spoken in Spain? How is Spain divided administratively?  

 
Literature and the Arts  


