
Development of this review sheet was made possible by funding from the US Department of Education 
through South Dakota’s EveryTeacher Teacher Quality Enhancement grant. 

 
South Dakota State University 

 
HIST 111 - World Civilization 

HIST 121 – Western Civilization 
 
 
Concepts addressed:  
Rise and Expansion of Islam: Islamic Civilization  
 

1. Bedouin Culture, c. 600  
A. Developed classical Arabic (al-Arabyyia)  
B. Importance of manliness (muru'a)  
C. Religious cults centered on Mecca  

a. Goddesses: al-Lat, al-Uzza, Manat  
b. God: Allah  
c. Worship centered around ka'abat (cube)  

D. Nomadic lifestyle  
2. Wider Context: Rivalry between Byzantium and Persia  

A. Sasanid dynasty founded by Ardashir (r. 226-240 CE) (Zoroastrian)  
B. Roman Empire based in Constantinople (Christian)  
C. Jewish presence  
D. Peoples in Arabia benefited by playing Byzantines off against Persians  

3. Emergence of Islam 
A. Origins and early life of Muhammad (c 570-632 CE) - Married widow Khadija at age 25  
B. Muhammad received Qur'an ("recitation") c. 610  
C. Early years in Mecca, 610-622 - "Satanic verses" episode  
D. Moved to Yathrib (Medina) 622-28 after people invited him to establish a community - 

Event known as "severing relational ties" in Muslim tradition 
4. Period in Medina  

A. Made Islam distinct from Judaism - Decision always to pray in direction of Mecca  
B. Focus on developing principles for community life  
C. Razza (raids) led by Ansar (helpers) against Meccan traders as revenge for their rejection of 

Islam  
D. Historic battle between Medinan and Meccan troops at Badr in 624 (Muslim year 2) - 

Medinan force of 300 defeated 900 from Mecca  
E. Meccan seige of Medina failed in 627 - seemed like Allah was on the side of the Medinans  

5. Evolution of Islam  
A. Muhammad returned to Mecca, 628  
B. Started to create tribal alliances - Called mawali (client) if was a non-Arab allied to Islam  
C. Early conflicts with Byzantine Empire  
D. Muhammad led pilgrimage to ka'aba in Mecca (632 CE) - journey called the hajj  

6. Islamic Religious Principles and Practices  
A. Submission to Allah - "Islam" means submission; "Muslim" means "one who submits"  
B. "Iman" - faith in eternal word  
C. Five pillars:  

a. Profession of faith  
b. Prayer  
c. Charity  
d. Ramadan  
e. Hajj  
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D. Emphatically monotheistic - "Allah is one" - God is transcendent, not immanent  
E. Accept other "Religions of the Book" but Islam is completion  
F. Rationalistic - demands self-conscious understanding, assent to principles of faith  
G. No original sin - affirmation of world (commerce), humanity (sexuality) 
H. Belief in afterlife; eschatological  
I. Humans have free will and responsibility - no predestination  
J. Society is the community of believers - all are equal before God but not necessarily socially 

equal  
7. Era of the Caliphs  

A. Abu Bakr (r. 632-34)  
a. Muhammad's father-in-law (father of Aisha)  
b. Ended revolts led by rivals (Apostasy)  
c. Started conquests  

B. 'Umar (r. 634-44)  
a. Syria, Palestine under control (640), Egypt (642), Persian Empire (643)  
b. Developed model of political structure and social policies  

1. No forced conversions  
2. Amir (governor), amil (agent)  
3. Taxation organized, financial department created  
4. Military under political control  
5. Created institution to support religious studies  
6. New calendar  

8. End of Patriarchal Caliphate  
A. Successor to 'Umar chosen by committee of 6 from Quayrash clan - Debate and schism: 

'Uthman or Ali? - translation: political or religious criteria for leader?  
B. Choice of 'Uthman (r. 644-56)  

a. Umayyad clan gained prominence  
b. On-going domestic conflicts - Uthman assassinated after riot in Medina  

9. Emergence of Shiite Islam  
a. Kharjites (favored giving caliph position only to heirs of Muhammad with strong 

religious devotion) assassinated Ali for allowing 'Uthman to rule  
b. Kharjites formed core of Shi'ia  
c. "Twelvers" believe that Imam (spiritual leader) was hereditary until 11th Imam 

Husan died without son = "Twelvers" - Qatiyya (those who are certain) believe 
Husan did have son called Muhammad al-Mahdi who will be a messiah  

d. Ismailis - esp. in Yemen, N. Africa  
e. Relatively few doctrinal differences between Sunni and Shiite Islam - Who should 

govern?  
1. Shi'ia: descendents of Muhammad  
2. Sunni: leaders chosen by consent of the people 

f. Massacre of Karbala (680 CE) - Husayn (son of Ali) and followers vs. Umayyad 
forces - Husayn and followers all slaughtered  

10. Umayyad Dynasty (644-750 CE)  
a. Election of caliphs  

1. AI-Walid (r. 705-15): Arabization 
2. Architecture at Damascus (Syria)  

b. Cultural and intellectual patronage  
c. Conquests - Spain c. 716; Indus River 710  
d. Assertions of authority  

1. Abd ai-Malik (685-705) and Hisham (724-743) associated with 'organization 
and adjustment'  
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2. Arabic made official language  
3. New gold coinage issued (694) - gold dinars  
4. Construction of Dome of the Rock (691-2) in Jerusalem - Aqsa Mosque 

adjoins  
e. Problems with Umayyad Rule  

1. Emphasis on economic, political interests at expense of Islam  
2. Resistance to authority, increased state power - tribal feuding increased  
3. Loss of egalitarian spirit in society  
4. 4. Kharijite and Shi'ite sectarianism - east Iranian opposition movement  

11. Abassid Dynasty (758-1258)  
a. AI-Abbas -uncle of Muhammad - led movement against overly secular Umayyads 

from Persia - Umayyads remained in Spain for 300 years more - Moorish culture  
b. Abassid "Revolution"  

1. Moved capital from Damascus to Iraq - Baghdad located near Ctesiphon - 
official name was Madinat ai-Salam (City of Peace)  

2. No longer Arab monopoly of power - also Persians - Persian cultural revival  
3. Caliph more clearly a divine-right autocrat BUT lacked secure basis for 

power and bound by divine law  
4. Emphasis on Islamic identity - unity of faith throughout diverse empire  

a. Rebuilding of Mecca, Medina  
b. b. Persecution of deviant sects but no single state doctrine  

c. AI-Mamun (r. 816-33)  
1. Brother al-Amin (r. 833-42) organized Mamluk military 
2. Established House of Wisdom - Faylasafa ('philosophy')  

12. Fatimid Empire  
A. Fatima (daughter of Muhammad) - first Fatimid Ubaydallah (Ismali) claimed descent from her 

- became caliph in North Africa in 908  
B. AI-Mu'izz conquered Egypt (969 CE) - Built Cairo, which became his capital  
C. AI-Mustansir (r. 1036-94) - Fatimid Empire temporarily controlled Baghdad  
D. Decline  

a. Civil administration collapsed - caliphs lost power to amirs = military autocrats 
(similar situation in Baghdad)  

b. Loss of support from religious sect  
c. Egypt returned to Sunni allegiance after overthrow  

13. 11th-12th Century Islamic World  
A. Eastern area under rule of Seljuks  

a. 1055 established rule in Baghdad, although Abbasids remained caliphs - Seljuks 
were sultans  

b. Conquered areas of Anatolia from Byzantines, 1038-1194  
B. Fatimids in Egypt replaced by Ayyubid dynasty (1169-1252; to 1260 in Syria)  

a. Salah ai-Din (Saladin)  
C. Spain  

a. Cordoba divided into multiple kingdoms  
b. Ongoing conflict with Christian princes in the North  
c. Two main dynasties: Almoravids (1056-1147); Almohads (11301269)  

14. XIII. 13th-14th Century Islamic World  
A. East: Mongol arrival ended Abbasid dynasty in 1258  

a. Mongols ruled in Iran/Iraq (1256-1336) and converted to Islam  
b. Mongol advance halted by Mamluk army from Egypt  
c. Ayubbids deposed in Egypt and replaced by mamluks (1250 1517; rule in Syria 

from 1260; controlled holy cities)  
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15. Checks and Successes in Muslim Advance  
A. Normans conquered Sicily  
B. Spain except Grenada conquered by Christians by 14th century - BUT Crusader states 

destroyed by Mamluks  
C. Turkish dynasties pushed into Anatolia - 1453 Conquest of Constantinople  
D. Last Asian invasion into Middle East: Timur (Tamerlane): dynasty in Iran (1370-1506) - 

Replaced by Safavids in 16th century 
16. Islamic Civilization  

A. Typical city (e.g. Cordoba, Baghdad)  
a. Mosque complex  
b. Central marketplace (suq)  
c. Residential quarters  
d. Areas around and outside the walls  

B. Intellectual life  
a. Itjtihad (interpretation)  
b. Ulama  
c. Madhhabs (schools of interpretation)  
d. Mufti (jurisconsults)  
e. Fatwa (opinion)  
f. Fiqh (interpretation of Qu'ran for moral, legal guidance) collectively became shari'a  

C. Transmission of Learning  
a. Madrasas founded by 11th century - Nizam al-Mulk (1018-92): vizir for Seljuk 

ruler in Baghdad  
b. Memorization and interpretation, understanding  
c. Kalam (principles of dialectic logic)  

D. Key Thinkers and Writers  
a. Ibn Sina (Avicenna) (980-1037)  

1. Reconciled Aristotelian logic and Islamic faith  
2. Medicinal treatises  

b. AI-Ghazali  
1. Limited speculation - focus on faith, revelation to find the right path  
2. Concern with innovations  
3. Ibn Rushd Averroes (1126-1198) - Qu'ran should be read metaphorically 

where reason indicates a different answer  
4. Ibn Taymiyya (1263-1328)  

a. Hanbali tradition of interpretation  
b. Accept diversity of practice among believers  

5. Ibn Zaydun (1003-71) - Great love poet of Andalusian tradition  
6. Thousand Nights cycle of stories c. 10-12th centuries  


