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RECENT DEVELOPMENTS (1960s--PRESENT)  
 
Population Trends, 1963-Present  

• Significant population growth.  
• End of the baby boom in 1964 and drop in the birth rate.  
• Increase in the percentage of elderly in the population  
• Impact of immigration on population growth and creating a more diverse county.  

o In contrast to the past, main sources of immigration are Asia and Latin America and 
not Europe  

o Immigration Acts of 1965 and 1986  
o Illegal immigration  

• Increase in percentage of the population living in metropolitan areas  
• Continued suburban growth  
• Continued population shift to the South and West  
 

The Economy, 1963-present  
• Economic growth: rise in the GNP - Impact of new technology on productivity  
• Some periods of moderate recession and moderate unemployment  
• Inflation, particularly high during the 1970s and early 1980s  
• The Arab Oil Embargo, 1973-1974 and the economic impact of the energy crisis 
• Drop in real wages in 1980s and a significant minority of Americans living in poverty  
• The stock market plunge of 1987  
• Problems with S & Ls, 1980s-early 1990s 
• Better economic times during the latter 1990s  

o Budget surpluses, 1998-2000  
o Drop in unemployment  
o Drop in the percentage of Americans living in poverty  

• Corporate scandals at the turn of the century  
• Movement toward free trade  

o NAFTA,1993  
o A revised GATT, 1994  
o Results in cheaper prices for many goods  
o Results in a very unfavorable balance of trade for the U.S. • Has negative impact on 

American manufacturing jobs  
• Developments in transportation  

o U. S. interstate system  
o Increasing use of airplanes  

• Workforce  
o Decrease in the percentage of the workforce in manufacturing and an increase in the 

percentage of the workforce in service occupations  
o Increase in percentage of white-collar jobs  
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o Increase in number of jobs dependent on computers  
o Decline in membership in labor unions  

• Agriculture  
o Increase in agricultural productivity  
o Steady decline in the number of farmers and increase in size of farms  
o Agribusiness  
o Farm foreclosures of the 1980s  
o Government programs and subsidies  

Urban America  
• Growth of suburbs  
• Increasing diverse populations in many cities  
• Changing neighborhoods, poverty, crime  
• Urban renewal  

Social and Cultural Trends  
• Increasing educational opportunities  
• The student protest, the anti-Vietnam War and other left-wing movements of the late 1960s 

and early 1970s  
• Doubts about the future of America in the late sixties and early seventies due to violence and 

assassinations, Vietnam War, Watergate, and other scandals.  
• Compulsory military service for young men ends in early 1970s  
• Use of computers, the Internet, cell phones, cable TV with 24-hr news networks.  
• Growth of malls  
• Widespread use of credit cards beginning in the 1970s 
• Traditional sexual morality challenged  

o Growth in percentage of children born out of wedlock  
o Increase in casual sex and cohabitation  
o Gay activism and same sex unions  
o Abortion (Roe v. Wade, 1973)  

• Use of drugs  
• Consumerism  
• Environmental movement  
• Religious developments  

o Evangelical protestants 
 Televangelists  

o Mainline protestant churches 
o Catholicism  

 Impact of Vatican II  
o Religious right political movements  

New Fears  
• AIDS  
• Terrorism  

o World Trade Center bombing, 1993  
o Oklahoma City bombing, 1995 
o September 11, 2001  

• Natural disasters  
o Hurricane Katrina and the destruction of New Orleans, 2005  

African Americans  
• Civil rights movement becomes more militant in the latter 1960s.  
• Riots in several cities, 1964-1968  
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• The assassination of Martin Luther King, 1968  
• The Civil Rights movement after the King assassination  
• School busing, 1970s  
• The debate on affirmative action  
• Gains of African Americans in the workplace, education, voting, and political power.  
• Despite gain, substantial numbers of African Americans live in poverty and are denied equal 

education and career opportunities.  
• Continued de facto residential segregation in American cities  

Other minorities  
• American Indians  

o Poverty and other problems on the reservations  
o The American Indian Movement  

• Hispanics  
o Mexicans  
o Puerto Ricans  
o Immigrants from the Caribbean, Central American and others areas of Latin America  

Women  
• Traditional view of women as homemakers and mothers begins to change in the latter 1960s  
• Impact of the birth control pill  
• Increase in the percentage of households headed by single women  
• Increase in the percentage of women working  
• New opportunities for women in higher education and career  
• Significant increase in the number of women in elected and appointed political positions.  
• Impact of affirmative action and anti-discrimination legislation  
• The failed ERA  
• Women's organizations and leaders  

o Betty Friedan  
o NOW  
o Other  

• The gender gap in voting  
Domestic Political History, 1963-2005  

• The administration of President Lyndon B. Johnson 1963-1969  
o The presidential election of 1964  
o The Great Society  

• • Social and economic programs to reduce poverty  
• Office of Economic Opportunity established, 1964  

• Federal aid to education  
• Medicare and Medicade  
• Other programs  

o Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Voting Rights Act of 1965  
o The Wilderness Act, 1965  
o The Immigration Act of 1965  
o Johnson and the anti-Vietnam War movement  

• The presidential election of 1968  
• The administration of President Richard Nixon, 1969-1974  

o Accepted most programs of the Great Society  
o The space program: U. S. puts man on the moon, 1969  
o The Environmental Protection Agency established, 1970  
o Dealing with inflation  
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• Wage and price freezes, 1971  
o General Revenue Sharing, 1972  
o Nixon and the anti-Vietnam War movement  

• The Kent State Massacre, 1970  
o Civil rights during the Nixon administration  

• The school busing controversy  
o The Environmental Protection Act, 1972  
o The presidential election of 1972  
o Abolition of the military draft, 1973  
o Watergate and the resignation of Nixon, 1973-1974  

• The administration of President Gerald Ford, 1974-1977  
o The Nixon pardon, 1974 
o Economic problems  

• The presidential election of 1976  
• The administration of Jimmy Carter, 1977-1981  

o Attempts to deal with inflation  
o Energy policies  
o Deregulation of air travel, 1978  
o The presidential election of 1980  

• Growth of the conservative movement during the years before 1980  
• The administration of Ronald Reagan, 1981-1989  

o Attempted assassination of Reagan, 1981  
o The PATCO strike, 1981  
o Cutbacks in social welfare and other programs  
o Tax reductions (Tax Acts of 1981 and 1986) and supply-side economics  
o Significant growth of the national debs and deficits due to military expenditures.  
o Weakening of environmental regulations  
o The presidential election of 1984 
o The Iran-Contra Scandal  

• The presidential election of 1988  
• The administration of George H. W. Bush, 1989-1993  

o Economic problems: sluggish rise in GNP, employment problems.  
o Bush goes back on campaign pledge not to raise taxes, 1990  
o War on Drugs  
o Americans with Disabilities Act, 1990  
o The Clean Air Act, 1990  
o The controversy on the nomination of Clarence Thomas to the Supreme Court, 1991  

• The presidential election of 1992  
• The administration of Bill Clinton, 1993-2001  

o Failed attempt to create a national health plan  
o Tax changes  
o Massive Republican victory in the congressional elections of 1994  
o Welfare changes  
o Reduction of the deficit, resulting in budget surplus during his last years in office  
o The presidential election of 1996  
o Impeachment, 1998-1999  

• The disputed presidential election of 2000 
• The administration of George W. Bush, 2001-  

o Education legislation  
o Reduction in taxes  
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o September 11, 2001  
o The Patriot Act, 2001  
o The Department of Homeland Security established, 2002  

American Foreign Policy, 1963  
• The Cold War  

o Vietnam War, 1965-1973  
o The Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia, 1968 
o Treaties on nuclear weapons  

 The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, 1968  
 SALT I, 1972 
 SALT II, 1979 (unratified but followed)  

o The Helsinki Accords, 1975  
o Carter's emphasis on human rights, 1977-1981  
o The Soviet invasion of Afghanistan and the response of the Carter administration, 

1980  
o U. S. military buildup after Reagan entered the While House in 1981  
o START (Strategic Arms Reduction Talks) began, 1982  
o The SDI (Star Wars) Plan  
o The U. S. and the Solidarity movement in Poland during the 1980s  
o The Reagan Doctrine, 1985: U.S. assistance for anti-communist forces in 

Afghanistan, Nicaragua, Angola, and Ethiopia.  
o Gorbachev's dramatic shift in Soviet policies and Reagan's positive response to Soviet 

proposals to reduce nuclear weapons, 1985- 1989  
o The INF (Intermediate Nuclear Force) Treaty, 1987  
o Withdrawal of Soviet troops from Afghanistan, 1989  
o The fall of communism in eastern Europe, 1989  
o START I Agreement between U.S. and USSR, 1991  
o The break up of the Soviet Union, 1991  

• U. S. policies toward Russia and Europe since the end of the Cold War, 1992-present  
o Further reduction of American and Russian nuclear weapons  

 START 11,1993  
o U. S. intervention in Bosnia, 1995  
o U. S. and NATO intervention in Kosovo, 1999  
o The Clinton Administration and the Northern Ireland peace process  
o The Bush administration refusal to accept the Kyoto Agreement  
o The Bush administration's relations with Europe after September 11,2001 and the 

War in Iraq  
• China  

o Nixon visit to China, 1972  
o U. S. recognition of Communist China  
o Tiananrnen Square Massacre, 1989  
o Trade with China  

• The U. S. Middle East/North African policies  
o Iran Hostage Crisis, 1979-1981  
o Camp David Accords, 1979  
o U. S. troops in Lebanon, 1982-1984  
o American and other western hostages in Lebanon, 1980s  
o U. S. bombing of Libya, 1986  
o The Persian Gulf War, 1991  
o U. S. troops in Somalia, 1992-1994  
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o The Clinton administration and the Israeli-Palestinian problem, 1993-2001  
o The Clinton administration's policies toward Iraq, 1993-2001  
o The Clinton administration's response to A1-Qaeda and other radical Islamic attacks, 

1993-2000  
o The Bush II administration and the Israeli-Palestinian problem, 2001-  
o September 11, 2001 and the War on Terrorism  

 U. S. invasion of Afghanistan, 2001  
 Other  

o • War in Iraq, 2003--  
• U. S. Latin American policies  

o Various problems with Cuba  
o Troops sent to the Dominican Republic, 1965  
o The Panama Canal Treaty, 1977  
o U. S. support for the right-wing government in E1 Salvador, 1980s  
o U. S. support for Contra rebels fighting the left-wing Sandinista government in 

Nicaragua, 1980s  
o U. S. invasion of Grenada, 1983  
o U S. invasion of Panama, 1989 • U. S. troops sent to Haiti, 1994  

• Other Areas  
o The U. S. and the Marcos Administration in the Philippines, 1980s 


