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South Dakota State University 
 

POLS 210: State and Local Government 
 
 

Concepts addressed: 
• State and local government: powers and limitations; responsibility for education, public 
safety, and health; interstate relations; structure and organization; unique aspects of 
state/local government; and finance 
• Relationships among federal, state, and local institutions 
• Political parties: roles and functions, the causes and effects of having a two-party system, 
minor parties, and the organization and membership of the political parties 
• Interest groups: characteristics and activities of interest groups, the effects of interest groups 
and Political Action Committees (PAC’s) on the political system 
• Political socialization: transmission of political values through agents such as th media, 
American political culture, and the nature of ideologies such as conservatism and liberalism 
 
Federal system 

System of government characterized by multiple centers of power 
System of government in which powers are divided between the central (national) 
 government and regional (state) governments   

 US government powers listed in Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitution 
States’ powers are reserved in the Tenth Amendment 
The U.S. Constitution says nothing about local government 
 

Unitary system 
System of government characterized by a single center of government with power 
 delegated to the lower levels 
All state governments are unitary systems 
 

Dillion’s Rule 
Local governments may exercise only those powers explicitly granted them by the state 
 and those absolutely essential to the declared objectives and purposes of the 
 local government 
 

Home rule 
 Provides cities powers to adopt governmental forms and provides municipal services as  
  they see fit without state legislative interference 
 
Five types of local governments 

1. Counties 
2. Municipalities 

Mayor-council 
Strong mayor 
Weak mayor  

City commission  
Council-manager 

3. Rural government-towns and townships 
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Towns 
New England town meetings 
Village boards 

  Townships 
4. Special districts 
5. School districts 

 
Functions of political parties 
 Aggregation of interests 
 Political socialization 
 Recruitment 
  Membership 
  Candidates 
 Making the system work 
  Checks and balances 
  Fusing the fragmented system 
   Divided government 
   Federalism 
  Organizing the law making process 
 Integrative function 
 Link between the people and the government 
  
Reasons for a two party system 
 Natural cleavages divide in two 
 Historical 
 National elected executive 
 Consensus of values 
 Type of electoral system 
 
Pluralism suggests that society is made up of diverse groups each with its own interests which 
need to be protected or enhanced. 
 These diverse groups, interest groups seek to influence specific policies of government. 
 Interest groups give political expression to the interest of minority groups. 
 Under pluralistic theory, the policy decisions finally arrived at are the result of the 
 interaction of all of the concerned interest groups competing to gain the advantage with 
 the political system. 
 
Interest group functions 
 Links the individual and the government 
 Interests groups enhance individual well-being 
 Interest groups reduce potential divisive conflicts 
 
Sources of interest group power 
 Size 
 Money 
 Leadership 
 Image 
 Effectiveness 
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The primary tool of interest groups is lobbying: Attempting to influence government decision-
makers 
 
Techniques of lobbying 
 Access 
 Information 
 Grass-roots mobilization 
 Campaign support 
 
Types of participation 
 
     Active 
   Voice    Exit 
 Constructive       Destructive 
   Loyalty   Neglect 
     Passive 
 
Voice 
 Seeking public office 
 Activism 
 Attending public meetings 
 Public lawmaking 
  Referendums 
   Popular referendum 
   General referendum 
  Initiatives 
  Recall 
 Communicating with government officials 
 Influencing friends while discussing candidates or issues 
 Voting 
 Direct action 
 
Political culture 
 The attitudes, values and beliefs that people hold toward political objects 
 
Almond and Verba’s typology 
 Parochial 
 Subject 
 Participant 
 
 
 
Daniel Elazar’s typology 
 Moralistic political culture 
 Tradionalisitic political culture 
 Individualisitc political culture 
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