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Concepts Addressed:  
Public policy including the study of leading national political issues and public policies, focus on issues 
surrounding our political institutions and processes, our national economy, our nation's energy, 
environmental and defense related challenges and our complex social order. 
 
Public issues and challenges surrounding the making of public policy at the national level  
 
 Topics: 
  -The public issues, public policy making and public policy connection. 
  -The context of issue identification and policy adoption in the U.S. 

-What is public policy? 
-Assessing the national public policy making process. 

-Use of the sequential model 
-Is the process an open and subjective democratic process? 

   -Role of the courts in public policy making 
  -Federalism and devolution 

-US Crime and Drug Issues and Policy: A Case Study 
                                                       
The issues surrounding our national economy - inflation, recession, taxation, deficits, agriculture 
 

Topics:   
-Basic concepts and definitions:  gross domestic product, law of supply and demand, 
inflation, recession, stagflation 
-Recent history of US economy 

-1954-1968 - relative stability 
-1968-1992 - relative instability 

   -1993-2000 - new stability and unprecedented growth 
   -2000-present - relative instability and recovery 
 

-Causes of inflation:  logical or not? 
 -Government deficit spending 
 -Government emphasis on anti-recession policy 
 -Wage push/price pull debate 
 -Quirks in CPI 
 -Devaluation of the American dollar 

   -Shortages 
  -Causes of recession:  logical or not? 

 -Recession psychology 
 -Low wages 
 -High interest rates 

 -Public macro-economic policy to combat inflation/recession 
 -Fiscal policy:  Congress and the President 
 -Monetary policy:  The Federal Reserve Board 
 -Voluntary restraint:  The President 
 -Mandatory macro-controls: Congress and the President 
-Micro-economic policies 
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-Regulation v. deregulation cycle 
-Farm policy 

-Taxation policy 
-The Federal system 
-Non revenue raising objectives of taxation policy 
-The liberal and conservative views on distribution of the wealth through tax policy 

-The national deficit and the economy 
-The growing issue of the 1980s and early 1990s 

 
The issues surrounding U.S. foreign policy and the national defense – “The Politics of Terrorism”  
 Topics: 

-How much is enough military spending? 
-To secure the vital territory 

   -What is vital? 
  -To pursue US foreign policy objectives 

-What are these objectives in the post Cold War era? 
-Alternative means other than military 

-To provide for an effective deterrent 
-Theory of deterrence 
-Levels of military threats 
-Superiority, Parity, Sufficiency 

-Post Cold War period and the military budget: Jobs, budget balancing or defense? 
   -Jobs, budget balancing or defense 
   -Combating terrorism 
   -National Missile Defense 
 
The issues surrounding our physical environment and energy needs 
 

Topics: 
-The inverse policy relationship between the economy, energy and the environment. 
The environment 
 -Is there an environmental issue? 
 -History of national environmental policy 
 -Characteristics of national environmental policy - piecemeal, regulatory and 
 federal 
 -Critique of national environment policy by the polluters, regulators and  
 environmentalists 
Energy issues and policy 

   -Recent year changes in national energy politics 
  -End of WWII - 1973: routine, micro 

    -1973-1980 - crisis, macro 
 -1981-present - non-crisis, macro 

     -The Gulf War exception 
-Overview of national energy sources and variables affecting politics and policy of each 
energy source 

-Politics of oil, coal, gas, nuclear energy 
-Variables: organization of the industry, maturity, foreign factor, problem areas, 
regulation v. deregulation 

  -Fossil Fuel Conservation Policy: Political, Economic and Technological Tools 
  -Choosing an Energy Source for the Future: A Rational Approach  
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The issues surrounding poverty and welfare program reform efforts in the United States 
 
 Topics: 

 Poverty 
 -Poverty as the core or central social issue 
 -Why the long delay in identifying poverty as a national issue? 

 -The poor and interest group politics 
 -The beneficiaries of poverty and interest group politics 
 -The pre-Great Depression image of poverty 
 -Poverty as a local and private issue 

 -Who are the poor? 
 -Use of the family cash income indicator 

 -Overstatement or understatement 
 -Conservative and Liberal arguments for and against 

-Profile of the poor:  myths v. realities 
   -What are the causes of poverty? 
    -Area poverty v. case poverty 

 -Surface causes v. root causes 
  
 Welfare program reform 

 -Link to poverty 
 -What is a welfare program in the US? 

 -Welfare v. "non-welfare" transfer programs and tax expenditures 
 -Types, costs and recipients 

 -Why the dramatic increase in the cost of welfare and number of welfare  recipients 
since the 1960's? 

 -New programs 
 -Inflation, low wages, unemployment levels 
 -Change in American family 
 -Graying of America 
 -Welfare cycle 

 -What are the major problems associated with existing welfare programs? 
 -Liberal criticisms of existing welfare programs 

    -Benefits may vary greatly from region to region and state to state 
 -System discriminates against the single poor and low income  married 
couples without children 
 -Many dehumanizing features of the system that includes local  exposure 
and administrative snooping 
 -Lack of suitable work alternatives 

 -Conservative criticisms of existing welfare programs 
 -Overall cost 
 -Fraud, waste 
 -Undeserved benefits 
 -Erode family values 
 -Destroy work incentive 
 -Undue federal control, power 

 -What has been the nature of welfare reform efforts since 1960's -  
 incrementalism v. revolutionary reform 

 -Johnson's War on Poverty - Root causes 
 -The Nixon Period - Family Assistance Plan 
 -The Carter Period - Jobs emphasis 
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 -The Reagan Period - Return to the states/Family Support Act 
 -The Clinton Period: 1996 Reforms 

    -The Bush Administration and beyond. 
   -The Negative Income Tax:  Revolution from the Past 
 
The issues surrounding health care and education in the United States 
 

Topics: 
 Health care 

 -Two fold link to poverty 
 -US health care system v. health care systems in other western,  industrialized, 
democratic nations 

 -The funding and services dichotomy 
 -The problems:  cost, allocation, access, quality 

   -Why the high cost of health care 
 -Technology 
 -Medical specialization 
 -Emphasis on treatment, hospitalization and prescription drugs 
 -Third party payments 
 -American life style 
 -Malpractice-doctors, lawyers and insurance corporations 

    -Emergency care for those denied ordinary access 
 -Health care reform challenges 

 -Maintain quality 
 -Increase access and alter allocation 
 -Control costs 
 -Sources of funding 

 -Obstacles to reform 
 -Reform proposals:  moderate revisionism, managed care, single payer 

 
 Education in the United States 

 -Two fold link to poverty 
 -Magnitude of the education enterprise in the US 
 -Education results in the US 
 -What is wrong? 

 -Inadequate funding 
 -Inadequate teacher preparation 
 -Baggage of poverty, racism and sexism 
 -Violence and drugs in the schools 
 -Lack of family and peer group motivation 
 -Lack of diverse education model for diverse cultural definitions of 
 success 

 -What is to be done:  policy directions 
 -Private-sectarian to public-secular 
 -Local to state to national governmental dominance 
 -Limited education effort to expanded education effort 

   -Current emphasis: Bush administration and “No Child Left Behind” 
 
The issues surrounding racial and sexual discrimination in the United States 
 

Topics: 
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   -Link to poverty 
-Quest for equality 

   -Stop government sponsored discrimination 
-Affirmative action 
-Proportional equality 

-Historical overview: Blacks, American Indians and women 
-Colonial Period: movements and policies 
-1800's Pre Civil War: movements and policies 

   -1800's Post Civil War: movements and policies 
-Early 1900's: movements and policies 
-Mid 1900's: movements and policies 
-Late 1900's: movements and policies 

   -Future: 2001  
-The implementation failure 

  -The new immigrants and the quest for equality 
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