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South Dakota State University 
 

POLS 210: State and Local Government 
 

 
 

Concepts addressed: 
• Political parties: roles and functions, the causes and effects of having a two-party system, minor 
parties, and the organization and membership of the political parties 
•  Interest groups: characteristics and activities of interest groups, the effects of interest groups 
and Political Action 
 
Functions of political parties 

1. Aggregation of interests 
2. Political socialization 
3. Recruitment 

Membership  
Candidates 

4. Making the system work 
Checks and balances 
Fusing the fragmented system 

Divided government 
Federalism 

Organizing the law making process 
5. Integrative function 
6. Link between the people and the government 
 

Reasons for a two party system: 
1. Natural cleavages divide in two 
2. Historical 
3. National elected executive 
4. Consensus of values 
5. Type of electoral system 

 
 
Committees (PAC's) on the political process 
 
Pluralism suggests that society is made up of diverse groups each with its own interests which 
need to be protected or enhanced 

These diverse groups, interest groups seek to influence specific policies of government. 
Interest groups give political expression to the interests of minority groups. 
Under pluralist theory, the policy decisions finally arrived at are the result of the 
interaction of all of the concerned interest groups competing to gain the advantage within 
the political system 

 
Interest group functions 

1. Links the individual and the government 
2. Interest groups enhance individual well-being 



Development of this review sheet was made possible by funding from the US Department of Education 
through South Dakota’s EveryTeacher Teacher Quality Enhancement grant. 

 

3. Interest groups reduce potential divisive conflicts 
 

Sources of interest group power  
Size 
Money  
Leadership 
Image 
Effectiveness 
 

The primary tool of interest groups is lobbying: Attempting to influence governmental decision-
makers 

 
Techniques of lobbying 

Access  
Information 
Grass-roots mobilization  
Campaign support 
 

 


