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Concepts addressed:  
• Relationships between national governments and supranational organizations 
 
Supranational Organization 

• Has powers that may be directly invoked by the Nations of its members 
• Has powers that it’s member states may not have 
• May enact ;aw that preempts domestic  
• Can grant rights and privileges to the nationals of it’s member states 
• There are only two examples of Supranational organizations 

• United Nations Security Council 
• European Union 

 
United Nations Security Council 

• Primary responsibility for the maintenance of peace and security 
• 15 Geographically representative members of which 5 are permanent members 

• Permanent Members: China, France, Russia, UK, US 
• Must concur in any vote that is not procedural 
• Gives permanent members veto decision on what is procedural, must have support of 

permanent  
• Supranational powers 
• Binding resolutions on issues related to international peace and security 
• Terms of peaceful settlement 
• Sanctions  
• Authorization of the use of force 

 
European Union 

• The ERTA Case ECJ 1971 
• EU Law is supreme over national law 
• Beginning with the single European Act in 1986, the veto power of the member-states 

began to erode with the development of qualified majority voting (QMV) 
• The issue areas covered by QMV 

• The ember states can be bound to decisions that go against their national interests, 
and that conflict with their local values 

• The later Maastricht, nice and Amsterdam treaties extended QMV decision 
making into additional areas  

• QMV has since been extended to the point that in the Constitution Treaty, it 
applies in approximately 95% of European Union decisions 

• QMV is defined in Art 1-24 of the Constitution Treaty as 55% of the members 
compromising fifteen states representing at least 65% of the population 
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• A minority can protect itself if it constitutes a blocking minority 
• The decision must be opposed by at least four member-states 
• Most proposals are to come from the commission or the union minister for foreign 

affairs.  For proposals from other sources, the QMV is 72% of the members 
representing 65% of the population 

 
 


