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SOUTH DAKOTA STATE UNIVERSITY 

GEOG 200 - Introduction to Human Geography 

 
 Human Geography: Political and Economic Aspects  

Textbook:  

Terry. G. Jordan-Bychkov and Mona Domosh, The Human Mosaic: A Thematic Introduction to 
Cultural Geography (W. H. Freeman, current) 

Three chapters of The Human Mosaic are devoted to the topics listed: Geopolitics, Agriculture, and 
Industry. Each is discussed in the context of the authors' "Five Themes of Cultural Geography": 
Culture Region, Cultural Diffusion, Cultural Ecology, Cultural Interaction, and Cultural Landscape. 
The themes themselves are explained and illustrated in Chapter 1.  

Chapter 6 Political Geography: A Divided World. Important topics covered include: a survey of the 
world's independent countries; the distribution of national territory (enclaves, exclaves, boundaries 
(natural, ethnographic, geometric, and relic), marchlands, and buffer and satellite states; organization 
of territory (unitary and federal governments); centripetal (raison d'etre) and centrifugal forces, 
supranational political bodies, and electoral geography (cleavages, gerrymandering); core area, core-
periphery; the diffusion of political ideas, politics and migration; folk fortresses, Heartland Rimland 
theories; concepts of nation, state, and nation-state; multinational countries and their problems; 
ethnic separatism and homelands; political imprint on economic geography and religion; political 
imprint on the land, including legal codes, property boundaries, and survey systems.  

Chapter 8 Agricultural Geography: The chapter covers eleven major types of agriculture in terms of 
their unique characteristics and spatial distributions; origins and diffusion of plant and animal 
domestication; the relationship between different environmental conditions and various agricultural 
practices; agriculture and environmental modification, including terracing, desertification, the 
"Buffalo Commons" theory, sustainability, and environmental perception by agriculturalists; the 
intensity of land use, including the von Thunen Model; feeding the world's growing population; and 
the agricultural landscape including land division (survey, cadastral and field patterns, fencing and 
hedging).  

Chapter 9 Industrial Geography: Topics and concepts include The Industrial Revolution; primary, 
secondary, tertiary, quaternary, and quinary industries; industrial diffusion (cottage industries, guilds, 
and Industrial Revolution); industry and environment (resources, acid rain, global warming, ozone 
depletion, deforestation, radioactive pollution, and the Environmental Sustainability Index); labor 
and markets; industry and cultural change; industrial imprint on the landscape.  


