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SOUTH DAKOTA STATE UNIVERSITY 

GEOG 200 - Introduction to Human Geography 

 
Human Geography: Population, Ethnicity, Language, and Religion  

Textbook:  

Terry. G. Jordan-Bychkov and Mona Domosh, The Human Mosaic: A Thematic Introduction to 
Cultural Geography (W. H. Freeman, current)  

Four chapters of The Human Mosaic are devoted to the topics listed above. Each is discussed in the 
context of the authors' "Five Themes of Cultural Geography": Culture Region, Cultural Diffusion, 
Cultural Ecology, Cultural Interaction, and Cultural Landscape. The themes themselves are explained 
and illustrated in Chapter 1.  

Chapter 7 Geodemography: Peopling the Earth. The chapter covers population distribution and 
density, birth and death patterns and rates of natural increase, the "demographic transformation 
(transition)" model, age distributions (population pyramids), migration (including push-and-pull 
factors), environmental perception and migration, cultural, political, and economic influences on 
population and village and rural settlement.  

Chapter 5 Ethnic Geography: Homelands and Ghettos. The chapter includes the concept of ethnicity, 
ethnic homelands and islands, ethnic neighborhoods and ghettos, ethnic migration, ethnicity and the 
national character, migration and ethnicity, cultural assimilation and acculturation, ethnicity and 
environment, including environmental perception, pre-adaptation, and mal-adaptation, ethnicity and 
business, employment, farming, and globalization, ethnic settlement patterns and landscapes.  

Chapter 4 Geolinguistics: A Babel of Languages. The chapter focuses upon language families, 
languages, dialects, pidgin & lingua franca languages, major languages of the world, English dialects 
in the U.S., diffusion (spread) of languages, linguistic refuges and shelter belts, language and 
technology, spread of empire, economic development, and religion, and the social morale model 
("melting pot" or "salad bowl"?) and language on the landscape (toponymy, or place names).  

Chapter 3 Geography of Religion: Spaces and Places of Faith. The chapter discusses the nature of 
religion, ethnic and proselytic religions, great religions of the world, animism and secularization, 
sacred space, diffusion or spread of the world's great religions, including conversion, religion as an 
environmental coping mechanism, with reference to geomancy, or feng shui, ecotheology (teleology, 
ecofeminism, the Gaia hypothesis), religion and environmental perception, religion, economy 
(including pilgrimages) and politics as well as religion on the land, including structures, landscapes 
of the dead, and religious place names.  


