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SOUTH DAKOTA STATE UNIVERSITY 

GEOG 200 – Introduction to Human Geography  
 

Map and Globe Skills  

Textbook:  

Terry. G. Jordan-Bychkov and Mona Domosh, The Human Mosaic: A Thematic Introduction to 
Cultural Geography (W. H. Freeman, current edition)  

Geography can be defined simply as the study of "What is where, why there, and why care?” in 
regard to the varied physical and human features and patterns on Earth's surface. Just as historians 
ask "When?" geographers ask "Where?"  

Maps are the primary "tool" of geographic expression, but all maps "lie." Since maps portray all or a 
portion of Earth's spherical surface on a plane (flat surface), it is impossible to show size, shape, 
distance, and direction all correctly on a single map. Cartographers, the scientists who make maps, 
use map projections which make it possible to show one or several of the properties correctly. Map 
scale (shown by bar, fraction, or verbal as one inch = one mile) provides the map user the 
information needed to know the relationship in size between the map and the feature shown. All 
maps should also have a Key or Legend that explains the meaning of symbols used to portray various 
features shown on the map.  

Globes are useful tools for several reasons. First, since they are spherical, globes show Earth's land 
and water features in the correct relative size and shape. Second, they are useful in illustrating 
earth/sun relationships such as time, seasons, and the location of the noonday sun on a given date.  

Mental maps are the mental images each of us possesses in of Earth's varied features, distributions, 
patterns, and conditions, as well as their locations.  

Although The Human Mosaic does not have a section devoted specifically to maps and globes the 
book is richly illustrated with maps, charts, and graphs pertaining to human (cultural) data.  

Suggested sources for further information:  

Howard Vergin (ed.), Goode's World Atlas (21/e). Chicago, IL: Rand McNally & Company (2005), 
pp. vi.-l.  


