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South Dakota State University  
PRAXIS Review Sheet  

  
                  Course:  Linguistics 203—English Grammar 
 
 
Concepts addressed in this course:  Composition and Rhetoric 
 
Understanding and evaluating rhetorical features in writing, including 
Recognition of bias, distinguishing between fact and opinion, and 
identifying stereotypes, inferences, and assumptions 
 
Students should refer to Geoffrey Nunberg’s essay on normative “Usage 
in the American Heritage Dictionary” pp. xi-xiii and the front matter labels 
for normative usages in the “Guide to the Dictionary” ppp. xiv-xix in the 
American Heritage College Dictionary (AHC4)  4th ed. 2002. 
 
Students should demonstrate their awareness of the 400+ usage notes 
found in the AHC4 and items such as racial epithets with prescriptively 
and proscriptively normative usage labels.  Students should consider the 
demographics of the Usage Panel which votes on usages, especially 
regarding the preponderance of white, urban, elderly, highly educated 
males who have constituted the panel since the first edition of the 
American Heritage College Dictionary in 1969. In almost a half century, 
usage has varied with regard to words such as Chicano, Black, Chink, 
gook, yid, etc.  
 
Students should also learn to recognize that standardized test makers, for 
example the psychometricians at Educational Testing Service of Princeton 
N.J., tend to employ shibboleths marked by usage notes in AHC4  and the 
Merriam-Webster 11th Collegiate Dictionary.  Examples of such classic 
shibboleths consist of words such as irregardless, fulsome, and the 
sentential style-disjunct hopefully.   
 
The most up-to-date exploration regarding the ethical parameters 
differentiating prescriptive, proscriptive, and descriptive judgments in 
American lexicography, rhetoric, and grammar as they appear in American 
school systems occurs in  Robert MacNeil/PBS Do You Speak American?  
2005 (both video and online sources). http://www.pbs.org/speak/sitemap
 

What Speech Do We Like Best?  

• Beastly Mispronunciations  
• Correct American?  
• Decline of Grammar  

http://www.pbs.org/speak/sitemap
http://www.pbs.org/speak/speech/
http://www.pbs.org/speak/speech/beastly/
http://www.pbs.org/speak/speech/correct/
http://www.pbs.org/speak/speech/correct/decline/
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• Gatekeeping  
• Summary  
• State of American  

Students write about the in-depth analysis given to the “Ebonics” 
debate and the status of African American Vernacular English (AAVE).  
Students examine evidence that Fox News and talk radio severely 
misconstrue the facts regarding the history and origin of America’s most 
important social dialect.  Furthermore, a parallel debate over the status of 
Spanglish has begun to rival the controversy over Ebonics vs. AAVE. 
 
Robert MacNeil/PBS Do You Speak American?  2005 (both video and 
online sources). http://www.pbs.org/speak/sitemap
 
The college level sites “For Educators” contain material that enriches the 
cultural literacy and linguistic sensitivity of teachers. Nevertheless, 
because of its adult contexts of usage, this level of material may not 
directly apply as suitable in-class material for a middle or high school 
curriculum.  

College  

• African American English  
• Perspectives on Written & Spoken English 
• Major Regional Dialects  
• Spanish & Chicano English  
• Communicative Choices & Linguistic Style  
• College Level Manual/Guide 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.pbs.org/speak/speech/correct/gatekeeping/
http://www.pbs.org/speak/speech/correct/gatekeeping/summary/
http://www.pbs.org/speak/speech/correct/prescriptivism/
http://www.pbs.org/speak/sitemap
http://www.pbs.org/speak/education/curriculum/college/aae/
http://www.pbs.org/speak/education/curriculum/college/perspectives/
http://www.pbs.org/speak/education/curriculum/college/regional/
http://www.pbs.org/speak/education/curriculum/college/spanish/index.html
http://www.pbs.org/speak/education/curriculum/college/style/
http://www.pbs.org/speak/education/curriculum/college/manual/

