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South Dakota State University  
Praxis Review Sheet 

 
                                           Course: American Literature I (English 241) 
 
 
Concepts addressed in this course: Reading and Understanding Text: 
 
Situating and interpreting texts within their historical and cultural contexts 
 
Students should refer to various pieces by the following authors and should review the 
introductory sections of each period in Perkins and Perkins, The American Tradition in 
Literature, Vol. I, 10th edition.   [These sections are noted below by page number.] 
 
Specifically, students should review, comprehend, and apply the following socio-historical and 
cultural concepts to their interpretation of early American Literature: 
 
♦ The basic tenets of Puritanism/Calvinism [pp. 109-112] as they shape the writings of 

• William Bradford 
• Cotton Mather 
• John Winthrop 
• Anne Bradstreet 
• Edward Taylor 

♦ The ideology of the “cause of conscience” (“liberty of conscience”), including the importance 
of Quaker principles, as manifest in the works of  

• Roger Williams 
• John Woolman 
• Thomas Paine 

♦ The principles of Deism in the Age of Reason (or Enlightenment) [pp. 285-90] as evident in 
works by  

• Benjamin Franklin 
• Thomas Jefferson 
• Thomas Paine 

♦ The concept of what it is to be an American in the work of 
• John deCrevecouer 
• Benjamin Franklin 
• Washington Irving 

♦ The cultural movement known as the Second Great Awakening in 
• The sermons of Jonathan Edwards 

♦ The relationship between colonial settlers and Native Americans in pre-colonial and colonial 
writings by 

• William Bradford 
• John deCrevecouer 
• Mary Rowaldson 

♦ The various aspects of American Romanticism [pp. 525-30, 877-79, and 1225-28] as 
demonstrated in  

• William Cullen Bryant’s poetry (Pantheism) 
• Washington Irving’s short fiction (German Romanticism) 
• Walt Whitman’s poetry 
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• Edgar Allan Poe (Gothicism) 
• Ralph Waldo Emerson’s essays and poetry (Transcendentalism) 
• Henry David Thoreau’s nature writing (Transcendentalism) 
• Margaret Fuller’s essays (Transcendentalism and Feminism) 
• Nathaniel Hawthorne’s short fiction 

♦ The major philosophical stances of the anti-Transcendentalists, including 
• Herman Melville 
• Edgar Allan Poe 

♦ The values identified with the “Humanitarian Sensibility” [pp. 1675-79] in works by 
• Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
• John Greenleaf Whittier 
• Abraham Lincoln 
• Harriet Beecher Stowe 
• Rebecca Harding Davis 

♦ The cultural contexts that gave rise to abolition and the response of writers such as 
• Harriet Jacobs 
• Frederick Douglass 
• Harriet Beecher Stowe 
• Olaudah Equiano 


