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American Literature I (English 241)  

Concepts addressed in this course: Reading and Understanding Text: 

Identifying and interpreting figurative language and other literary elements, e.g., metaphor, 
simile, voice, point of view, tone, style, setting, diction, mood, allusions, irony, clichés, 
analogy, hyperbole, personification, alliteration, and foreshadowing  

Students should refer to a handbook of literature for clarification of definitions and examples of the 
literary elements common to fiction and poetry.  

Specifically, students should review the following concepts (among others) in order to recognize 
literary terminology standard to the field and to use those terms in elucidating both meaning of the 
text and understanding of the creative process. (Representative examples from Perkins and Perkins, 
The American Tradition in Literature, Vol. I, 10th edition, follow in parentheses.)  

Literary Elements  

• Extended metaphor (Taylor "Huswifery"; Bradstreet, "The Author to Her Book")  
• Christ figures in literature (Melville, Billy Budd)  
• Symbolism (Hawthorne's short stories; Davis, Life in the Iron Mills)  
• Personification (Whitman, "Song of Myself')  
• Foreshadowing (Poe, "The Raven"; Hawthorne, "Young Goodman Brown")  
• Irony (Lincoln, "Second Inaugural Address")  
• Apostrophe to the reader (Stowe, Uncle Tom's Cabin)  
• Analogy (Bradford, History of Plymouth Plantation; Emerson, "The Snow-Storm";  

Longfellow, "The Arsenal at Springfield")  
• Framed Narrative (Billy Budd, The Scarlet Letter, "Rip Van Winkle")  
• Setting (Poe, "Fall of the House of Usher"; Hawthorne, "Rappaccini's Daughter")  
• Apology to the Reader (Jacobs, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl)  
• Allusion (Bradstreet, "The Prologue"; Melville, Billy Budd; Thoreau, Walden)  

Figurative Language  

• Alliteration (Poe, "The Bells")  
• Assonance (Poe, "Ulalume")  
• Anaphora (Whitman, "Song of Myself'; Bradstreet, "To My Dear and Loving Husband")  
• Simile and Metaphor (Taylor, "Meditation 146, Second Series"; Poe, "Sonnet-To Science"; 

Longfellow, "The Arsenal at Springfield")  
• Metonymy (Wheatley, "To His Excellency General Washington")  
• Pun (Bradstreet, "The Author to Her Book")  
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